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© Ler me, on the p - eca- 
sion, my brethren, r : 


your serious attex 


created by diy c 

ported by divine goodness 
should be worshipped; and 
the only creature on the 
the earth that can worship him: 
it is fit, therefore, that he should 
be, as some have expressed it, the 
High Priest of the creation, to 
offer up the grateful tribute of 
praise from all his works. Hence 
religion of some sort has been 
found in every age, or nearly so, 
and every nation. Atheism seems 
to be unknown, unless it be in 
individuals ; and even their sin- 
cerity may be a matter of ques- 
tion. Atheism, however, has, in 
almost every age and nation, been 
considered with abhorrence ; and 
it is fit it should. But though 

VoL. vitt, 3rd SERIES. 


ma is Y desthde cof: the 
face of | 


FULLER, ON BEHALF OF 
MARCH, 1800. 


testimony be borne 
is.a melancholy fact 

0 : depravity, 
h . 


pOoce 
e-godly individuals 
them, but religion, in the 
ni great body of the 
people, was greatly debased. The 
same causes produced the same 
effects under the Gospel; no 
sooner did the religion of Jesus 
Christ, all spotless as it was, fall 
into the hands of men, more es- 
pecially of corrupt minds, than it 
became debased and corrupted. 
Yes: even in the apostle’s own 
times this was the case; and the 
apostles, inspired as they were, 
could yot preserve the churches 
from the infection. Some, with 
whom Paul was acquainted, la- 
boured much to corrupt the doc- 
trine of Christ, and he set himself 
against them ; others with whom 
2 
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James was more particularly ac- 
quainted, corrupted the pure prac- 
tice of Christ and the church, and 
James laboured to set himself 
against them. They were mere 
speculatists that James wrote 


against ; men who had got a sort 


of religion in theory, but which 
was uninfluential; they talked 
much of faith, but could say to 
their poor brethren, Be ye warmed, 
be ye filled. Their religion is 
compared, for its transitory effects, 
to a man that shall see his natural 
face in a glass, and who goeth away 
and straightway forgetteth what 
manner of person he was. James 
did not mean to depreciate the 
importance of faith in Christ, any 
more than Paul; but he meant to 
insist on some of the essential 
fruits of it: ‘‘Show me thy faith,” 
says he, “‘ without thy works, and 
I will show thee my faith by my 
works.” % think I must offer a 
remark or two, before I enter into 
the subject, explanatory of the 
passage, ‘‘ Pure religion, and un- 
defiled beforé God and the Fa- 
ther,” and so forth. 

We may remark, first, that 
what the apostle here speaks is 
not to be considered as a defini- 
tion of religion, including the 
whole of it, but as a declaration 
of some of its essential branches. 
The apostle does not mean to tell 
us that the whole of true religion 
consists in visiting the fatherless 
and the widow, nor even in keep- 
ing ourselves unspotted from the 
world. If this were considered 
as a perfect definition of religion, 
as including the whole of it, we 
should find it deficient and incon- 
sistent with other parts of Scrip- 
ture. Here is nothing said of re- 
pentance towards God, nor of 
faith towards our Lord Jesus 
Christ— nothing of the knowledge 
of God—nothing said of the love 
of God—nothing of the fear of 
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God—nothing of obedience to the 
institutions of Jesus Christ— 
nothing of various other religious 
duties which the Scriptures espe- 
cially inculcate : but, understand- 
ing the passage as a definition of 
some of the essential parts of reli- 
gion, and some of its first fruits, 
there isa fitness in the language. 
It was suitable and desirable that 
the apostle should insist on those 
fruits, to such persons and at such 
a time, when they substituted 
theory in the place of practice. 
We remark, in the second place, 
that, by the epithets which the 
apostle uses, “pure, undefiled,” 
and the like, it is implied that 
there is such a thing as spurious 
religion—that there is such a thing 
as a something that shall go by 
the name of religion, which is not 
pure, which is not undefiled, which 
will not bear the test of the eye of 
God, which will not be found to 
be undefiled before God and the 
Father; and, what is more, it is 


implied, that whatsoever is called 


by the name of religion, if it ope- 
rate not in the way of compassion 
and nonconformity to this world, 
is not that religion which will 
bear the test of the last day. 
Compassion to the necessities of 
the poor, and a nonconformity to 
the present world, are the great 
marks of that religion which will 
bear the divine scrutiny. 

But we pass on; and let us, in 
discoursing on the subject, first 
notice those things wherein pure 
and undefiled religion before God 
and the Father is said to consist. 

Secondly, show that this has 
been, and still continues to be, a 
distinguishing characteristic of 
true religion. 

Let us consider, in the first 
place, the things wherein pure 
and undefiled religion before God 
and the Father is said ta consist. 
In visiting the fatherless and wi- 
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dows in their affliction, and in 
keeping ourselves unspotted from 
the world. Visiting the fatherless 
and widows in their affliction— 
This is the exercise which imme- 
diately calls for our attention. 
The fatherless and widow, my 
brethren, are represented in the 
Scriptures as the objects of Hea- 
ven’s peculiarcare—God is pleased 
to represent himself as the Father 
of the fatherless and the Husband 
of the widow. He is pleased to 
represent himself as the avenger 
of the fatherless and the widow. 
Beware, says Jesus, that thou op- 
press not the fatherless and the 
widow, for if they ery to me— 
which intimates that the oppressed 
must cry to some one—they must 
cry for help somewhere to be re- 
dressed ; and if they ery to me I 
will hear them, and will avenge 
their wrongs. Thus the Lord as- 
sumes the character of Patron, 
Friend, and Avenger, of the fa- 
therless and the widow. If this 
be the case, it must follow that 
to partake of that disposition, that 
compassionate disposition that 
loves to visit them, to participate 
ef their griefs, to alleviate their 
sorrows—is to be of the mind 
of God; and it must be pure 
and undefiled religion: it is 
the very essence of true religion 
to be of God’s mind. This was 
the object, you know, of our 
Lord’s prayer in the 17th of John: 
“That they all may be one, as 
thou, Father, art in me, and I in 
thee.” I entreat they may be 
one in us. God was the friend of 
the fatherless and the widow— 
Jesus was the friend of the father- 
less and the widow ; and he prays 
that we may be one, or of the 
same mind and the same spirit; 
and this is the essence, I say, of 
pure and undefiled religion. — 
Again: the fatherless and widow, 
we may remark, are, perhaps, 
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more than any other characters, 
exposed to oppression and hard- 
ship; they have no spirit, they 
have no power to resist the en- 
croachments of the mighty, and, 
generally speaking, are overrun, — 
trodden under foot. Often have 
I witnessed myself the fatherless 
and the widow trodden down like 
children in a crowd, even where 
there was no particular ill-will 
against them, where there was no 
special malignity or design to do 
them harm; yet they were like, 
as I have said, little children in a 
crowd which overlooked them, 
and so trod on them without 
knowing scarcely who they were. 
Thus it is with the fatherless and 
widow in a vast variety of situa- 
tions. Now, if they are in this 
unprotected state, and subject to 
grief, and oppression, and hard- 
ship, it becomes especially our 
duty and our honour to espouse 
their cause—to feel for them—to 
visit them in their affliction—to 
know their wants—to alleviate 
their sorrows. A sturdy beggar. 
will meet you at every corner of 
the street, and din your ears with 
his wants; but the fatherless and 
the widow are pining, and, per- 
haps, half perishing, in their lonely 
habitations—go visit, go search, 
go find them out. ‘‘ The cause 
that I knew not,” said an excel- 
lent man, ‘‘I searched out.” Yes; 
to visit the fatherless and the 
widow is, therefore, to visit those 
that are most exposed to oppres- 
sion, that are least under protec- 
tion. 

But once more: the fatherless 
and the widow are objects of 
compassion at all times, but espe- 
cially in times of affliction ; ‘‘ to 
visit the fatherless and widow in 
their affliction.” Ah! that is a 
time of affliction, when, bereaved 
of their only earthly friend, when 


the man that has felt, that has 
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cared, that has laboured, that has 
wept with them, is now no more 
—has gone to his long home, to 
his Father’s house! Is not that, 
think you, a time of affliction, 
when the house, the garden, the 
spot. that knew him will know 
him no more? Is not that a time 
of affliction, when he no longer 
stands by, to take his children by 
the hand, and to provide their 
food? Itis. Visit them in this 
their season of afiliction. 

The hand of God is often 
added, too, to this bereaving 
stroke; many a destitute family 
is left exposed to trials and afflic- 
tions—peculiarly so. While under 
the visitations of God, let them 
enjoy your assistance; go and al- 
leviate their griefs; and if to all 
this you know of any oppression 
or hardship, if you know of any 
that have not been kind or atten- 
tive, anv who have been unkind 
er unjust to them, visit them, 
counsel them, relieve them; be a 
friend and a helper to those who 
have no other helper. 

1 may remark, in the last place, 
the apostle seems to lay stress on 
the visiting them; ‘‘to visit the 
fatherless and the widow in their 
affliction.” There is such a thing 
as a sort of proud, unfeeling ge- 
nerosity: I have seen many a 
haughty man stand with an air of 
consequence at his own door, and 
give a penny, perhaps, at the so- 
licitation of a clamorous beggar, 
who would never go and search 
out the abodes of the wretched, 
who would neverfind out deserving 
cases. I have known haughty 
characters, who take pride in 
giving away, at their own house, 
when waited on there, who would 
not go into the abodes of the 
wretched, who would not deign 
to enter the door of the fatherless 
and widow; but the love of Christ 
cures this little pride—‘‘ the love 
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of Christ constraineth us.” Pure 
and undefiled religion before God 
and the Father makes us feel bro- 
therly love to the poor and needy, 
and feel so on a footing with them 


| as to enter into their habitations, 


and mingle our tears, mingle our 
souls with theirs; and there is a 
luxury in so doing, to which those 
who are strangers to pure religion 
must needs be strangers. Though 
it may not immediately relate to 
the specific object on which If 
now address you, yet I will, in 
the first place, say, as to visiting 
the fatherless and widow in gene- 
ral, these trying times, I am sure, 
render it seasonable. There is, 
likewise, in visiting the father- 
less and widows in their affliction, 
great advantage—it is the best 
exercise; and, when done from 
principle, is a wonderful evidence 
of the purity of true religion—it 
is the very method that our Lord 
Jesus Christ had ; he always took 
occasion to visit the wretched, and 
to relieve their outward wants, as 
the means of doing their souls 
good. This was his constant plan 
—to go about to do good to peo- 
ple’s bodies, taking occasion to 
do good also to their souls. It is. 
worthy of notice, that all his mi- 
racles—all, however, that occur 
to my memory—were not only 
works of power, but of mercy; 
and herein they are distinguished 
from all those mock miracles and 
legendary stories which have been 
handed down to us from former 
ages: they were worthy of God— 
they were worthy of Him whose 
name was love—they were worthy 
of a Saviour whose soul was made 
of compassion, He went about 
doing good—healing all manner 
of diseases—visiting the fatherless 
and widow. We may copy that 
example in some degree: we can- 
not work miracles, but we may 
do good to the bodies of men as 
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a mean of doing good to their 
souls. Much has been said of 
late years of communicating the 
gospel all around us through our 
towns and villages, and the like; 
it has appeared to me one impor- 
tant mean is, for serious, godly 
people to visit the sick as much 
as hes in them, and, by commu- 
nicating, be it ttle or much, you 
ingratiate yourselves into their es- 
teem, so that a word on their 
everlasting concerns can scarcely 
be other than well received; and 
that is the time that the conscience, 
if ever, is tender, by eternity being 
in prospect. . A word of counsel, 
a word of prayer, a word of serious 
advice, becomes a word in season. 
Visit the fatherless and widow in 
their afflictions ; hereby you may 
have larger opportunities of com- 
municating the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. On this principle, I have 
admired those societies which have 
been established in London par- 
ticularly. Visiting societies, only 
let them be conducted by wise, 
prudent, holy persons, and they 
may be, in the hands of God, a 
blessing to thousands. 

To this may be added, that 
visiting the fatherless and widow 
in their affliction may do not only 
others good, but do ourselves 
good; it is the way to cultivate 
the life and the power of religion 
in our own souls. If a man never 
sees the distresses of his fellow- 
creatures and _ fellow-christians, 
his heart will be comparatively 
hardened against them; it is by 
mingling tears with them—it 1s 
by hearing the tale of human woe, 
and dropping a tear of com- 
passion, and communicating a 
little, or according to your ability, 
to their relief, that your own soul 
becomes gradually softened and 
assimilated into a spirit of tender 
compassion ; it is by these means 
that the love of Christ and the 
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spirit of Christ will be gradually 
predominant in our minds. A 
man may sit at home, and enjoy 
his house and its various accommo- 
dations, or he may amuse himself 
in his garden, or wherever he 
pleases; but, if he never visits 
the habitations of the needy, 
the springs of sensibility will be 
almost dried up. It is by seeing, 
feeling, mingling souls and views, 
that we become one—that we feel 
one for another, and become 
blessings one to another. 

To this I may add that, by 
visiting the fatherless and widow 
in their afflictions, you have an 
opportunity put into your hands 


of mingling your kindness—of 


mingling your pecuniary kindness 
—with a tender feeling and com- 
passionate expression of regard ; 
and you do not know, if you 
never particularly noticed it, you 
do not know what a difference this 
makes. A guinea given with a 
frown is not of the value that a 
shilling is, given with a tear of 
friendship and brotherly love. A 
guinea communicated with a 
haughty frown, methinks, is 
enough almost to break the heart 
of those that receive it. No; go 
and carry it, and feel and com- 
municate your heart as well as 
your property; hereby you will 
get good to your own souls, and 
will do good to the souls, as well 
as the circumstances, of those you 
relieve. 

Finally, there are many who 
can only visit; there are many 
whose circumstances are them- 
selves low, and in whose power it 
is not to do much towards the re- 
lief of the poor and needy in a 
pecuniary way. Perhaps I hear 
you say, I know a poor widow 
and fatherless family that ‘are 
shamefully ill-treated, that are 
turned out of their little business 
which they had to maintain them; 
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or that are oppressed by such 
and such an one. Ah, if I were 
a magistrate I would redress that 
widow’s case !—but you are not 
a magistrate. Well, but if I were 
wealthy I would relieve them :— 
but it may be you are not wealthy. 
Very well, if you can do nothing 
more, visit, counsel them; nay, if 
you but go there, and only join 
your tears with them, it will do 
them good; and if you pray with 
them it will do them good: you 
may, perhaps, ease many an aching 
heart. Yes: visit them, though 
your circumstances may be such 
as will scarcely admit of any thing 
more. 

But I ought to notice that the 
apostle unites with this, keeping 
ourselves unspotted from the world. 
Very likely in that day, as well 
as this, there was a sort of hec- 
toring generasity —I mean a some- 
thing which went by the name of 
generosity—which was accompa- 
nied with profligacy; we know 
there is such a thing, and that a 
great number of profligates pride 
themselves on their generosity. 
Do not, therefore, such characters 
deceive themselves? Their gene- 
rosity is not pure and undefiled 
religion, nothing of the kind. 
Pure and undefiled religion before 
God.and the Father must operate, 
not only in compassion, but in a 
way of purity—not only in a way 
of tenderness, I mean, but in 
nonconformity to the amusements, 
follies, and pursuits of this world. 
Look closely, my dear friefids, 
look closely at this rule. I deem 
it to be of importance to insist 
on it in all places, but, perhaps, 
i no place more than in the city 
where opulence rises to such a 
height. To keep ourselves un- 
spotted from the world may be a 
great thing in any place—perhaps 
more in London than in most 
places; here the tide runs higher, 
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and flows with greater strength. 
Beware that you be not led away 
by the customs, follies, and 
amusements of this vain and 
wicked world. That man who 
engages in the chase of fashion, 
that man who engages in a sort 
of race with the werld, or whose 
habit it isto keep up with the world 
in ali sorts of appearances, let him 
take care lest he lose his soul ; he- 
is not in the race that is likely to 
win the immortal prize. Pure 
religion will lead us to be pilgrims 
and strangers upon the earth, to 
stand aloof, to get on one side 
from the current of worldly cus- 
tom. You must consider your- 
selves, brethren, like men that are 
rowing against the tide. Now 
would any wise man, professedly 
rowing against the tide, get into 
the middle of the stream? And 
yet all Christians are professedly 
rowing, against the tide; we are 
professedly going one way, and 
the world another; and shall we 
ever think to make progress by 
getting ito the midst of the 
stream ? No such thing; where- 
fore be as pilgrims and strangers 
on earth, pure and undefiled. 
Religion will teach us to keep 
ourselves unspotted from the cus- 
toms and folhes of this world. 
But I proceed, in the second 
place, to observe, that, as these 
ave the things wherein pure and 
undefiled religion consists—these 
have been the things by which the 
religion of the Bible has ever been 
distinguished, and by which it 
still stands distinguished from 
every thing else that has been 
called religion—mercy and purity 
are the characteristics of pure re- 


_ligion; mercy in visiting the fa- 


therless and widows in their afflic- 
tion, and purity in keeping our- 
selves unspotted from the world, 
Mercy and purity were the cha- 
racteristics of the Old Testament 
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religion, and still more so of the 
New Testament; and I may add, 
that never were mercy and purity 
known to be the characteristics of 
any other thing that has gone by 
the name of religion. Neither 
heathenism nor Mahometanism, 
nor any species of philosophy, has 
ever been known to be productivé 
of any of those effects to any con- 
siderable degree: it is the religion 
of Jesus Christ, it is the reli- 
gion of the Bible, and this only, 
that produces mercy and purity. 
It was a distinguishing character- 
istic of the religion of the Old 
Testament. When God gave laws 
to Israel at Mount Sinai this was 
one: ‘‘If there be among you a 
poor man of one of thy brethren, 
within any of thy gates in the 
land which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee, thou shalt not harden 
thine heart nor shut thine hand 
from thy poor brother; but thou 
shalt open thine hand wide unto 
him, and shalt surely lend him 
sufficient for his need, in that 
which he wanteth;” or of the 
stranger within thy gates thou 
shalt open thy hand; thou shalt 
open thy hand wide unto thy poor 
brother. The religion of the Old 
Testament was full of benevolence 
that cherished a brotherly regard ; 
there were a number of checks on 
the exorbitant desire of opulence; 
for instance, the jubilee, the years 
of release, which were appointed 
by God, when every man’s pro- 
perty reverted to its owner again. 
These were designed as checks to 
rising opulence, and as a ballast, 
so as to keep the state of society 
in some comfortable degree of 
equilibrium. The religion of the 
Old Testament is summed up in 
three words: ‘“‘ What does the 
Lord thy God require of thee but 
to do justly, love mercy, and walk 
humbly with thy God?” And if 
you come to the time of our Lord 
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and his apostles, you will find 
that, in proportion as true religion 
prevailed, this spirit prevailed. 
Not to mention the compassion of 
our Redeemer, the benevolent 
nature of his miracles, we know 
that, when stretched on the fatal 
tree, and while the blood was 
trickling from his body, he turned 
and looked on his mother, and 
said, ‘‘ Woman, behold thy son!” 
and he said to his dear friend 
John, whom he had so _ loved, 
** Behold thy mother!” One of 
the last acts of his life, therefore, 
was an act of kindness to the 
poor widow he was.about to leave 
behind him; and he committed 
her to his most intimate friend. 
The early agents of the gospel 
were distinguished by a spirit of 
liberality; the primitive Christians 
seem to have lost almost every 
idea of retaining property — 
they had all things in common for 
a time—they were for dividing as 
every man had need. So gene- 
rous, so liberal were they, that 
they communicated, not only those 
who were full of wealth, not only 
the opulent, but the poor were 
used to give; there was a great 
deal given by the poor of the 
church of Macedonia. Paul tells 
us that their deep poverty 
abounded unto the riches of their 
liberality. It appears that the 
primitive Christians not only gave 
a little of their surplus, but that 
they denied themselves to give a 
little. Paul speaks as if they la- 
boured for this end. Now it is 
not enough, to constitute pure and 
undefiled religion, that we labour 
continually for the sake of amass- 
ing, and, if we can but spare a 
little out of that, throw it among 
the poor and needy; that is 
treating Jesus Christ as you treat 
the meanest animal that frequents 
your apartments; it is treating 
those as dogs, to whom you give 
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the crumbs that you cannot eat 
yourselves. The primitive Chris- 
tians are directed to labour that 
they may have to give to him that 
needs ; to labour for that end, that 
they may do good to others. The. 
more we have of pure and unde- 
filed zeligion, the more sacred 
pleasure shall we feel in such 
communications. The same or 
similar things are related of pri- 
mitive Christians for several cen- 
turies after Christ. Whoever reads 
the history of the primitive church 
will find that they abounded in 
this, to the honour of the Gospel. 
There was not in the world, at 
least so far as I have been able to 
ascertain, either an hospital, or a 
charity-school, or a society for the 


relief of the distressed ; none of | 


these were known in the world till 
Christianity founded them: it is 
the gospel that has softened the 
hearts of thase that have embraced 


it; and it is often known that it | 


has provoked to emulation those 
that had not. When Julian the 
apostate saw the benevolent deeds 
of the Christians, who erected 
hospitals and waited on them, he 
said to his companions, ‘ For 
shame! let not the Galileans take 
all these !” so they were provoked. 
And thus the gospel operates 
still. Pure and undefiled religion 
promotes general good will in the 
hearts of those that believe it, 
and their generosity shall provoke 
to generosity those that do not. 
Thus eventual good may be 
done to others, though it may_be 
no ultimate advantage to the 
party ; for if we give from Julian’s 
disposition, it has, indeed, its own 
reward. But what is that? alas, 
it is worthless! Let us be con- 
cerned to give in the spirit of 
pure and undefiled religion. 

[The sermon closes by an application 


of these general remarks to the charitable 
object which occasioned theirdelivery, ED. ] 
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REFLECTIONS FOR THE ANNIVER- 
SARIES OF 1833. 


READER, 

You have attended the anni- 
versary meetings of our different 
societies, and your heart has 
glowed with holy ardour, while 
the triumphs of the Bible, the 
conversion of the heathen, and 
the benevolence of Tract and 
Sabbath-school societies, have 
been detailed with interest, elo- 
quence, and persuasion ; and, per- 
haps, reviewing your own indi- 
vidual effort during the past year, 
you have felt deep sorrow of 
heart that you have aided, in so 
small a degree, the progress of 
those blessed institutions, which 
bring good-will to man and glory 
to God.— Well, be it so; it is 
better to feel that ‘‘we are un- 
profitable servants,” not having 
done what it was our duty to 
haye done, than to think more 
highly of ourselves than we ought 
to think—it is better to feel 
truly that we are but as cum- 
berers of the ground, than to be 
exalted in our own esteem. But 
we must not stop here: every 
conviction that is made of our 
past unfruitfulness should lead 
to godly sorrow, and a desire of 
renewed consecration of our 
powers to the blessed Redeemer. 
We must not be satisfied with 
lamenting our deficiencies, but 
must in good earnest put both 
hands to the work, and, with re- 
doubled diligence, improve our 
hours for God and souls.—Oh, 
let us all come afresh to the cross 
of Christ, for pardon, strength, 
and grace, and for a large 
measure of that spirit of com- 
passion that dwelt in him we 
‘‘eall Master and Lord!” His 
we have professed ourselves to 
be; and often, with devout rap- 
ture, at his table we have said, 
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“« Had I ten thousand thousand hearts, 

I'd give rnem all to thee, 

And if I might make some reserve, 

And duty did not call, 

I love my God with zeal so great 

That I would give Him all.” 

And shall we not act upon this 
fervent avowal of our love; and 
accordingly lay out our time, 
property, influence, and ability 
for the Lord? Oh, let us arise 
to this delightful labour for the 
best interests of our fellow-crea- 
tures! The time is short, very 
short, in which we have to labour! 
How many, who were present at 
the last annual meetings, are now 
in the silent grave; their oppor- 
tunities and means of usefulness 
are now for ever closed, and they 
are gone to give an account of 
their use or neglect ofthem! But 
we are yet spared: how short the 
time for our probation yet may 
be we know not, and therefore 
the present hour should be re- 
deemed promptly and diligently. 
Let us not delay—already the judge 
may be at our door also, and the 
souls of many to whom wenow have 
access may be speedily removed 
into an eternal world. Then it 
will be too late for us to.tell them 
of salvation, or to ‘‘ beseech them 
to be reconciled to God.” Now 
the means are in our power— 
means on which the blessing of 
the Holy Spirit’s influences have 
rested—means of which we have 
now been hearing, honoured as 
the channels of the grace of life 
to many a precious soul. Let us 
be ambitious of similar labours : 
it is not a trifle to be the instru- 
ment of conveying blessings so 
vast and infinite as the plan of 
salyation bestows on a guilty 
world, And, as professors of sci- 
ence, literature, and medicine, 
are desirous of haying their names 
immortalized by the practical 
blessings they confer on mankind, 
surely we, as those who have 
** been with Jesus,” and have been 
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taught by his Spirit the value of 
our own souls, the unspeakable 
blessing of eternal life, and the 
freedom with which it is be- 
stowed on those who ask it, ought 
not to be indifferent of attaining 
superior honour, and higher dis- 
tinctions, by laying out the powers 
of our minds, our bodily energies, 
and unceasing prayers and solici- 
tude, on behalf of our perishing 
fellow-creatures. We possess a 
grand catholicon, suited to the 
wants of every miserable guilty 
sinner-—we are surrounded by 
suchon every hand. It is nodoubt- 
ful matter, “‘ for all have sinned,” 
and ‘‘all the world is become 
guilty before God;” and, while 
we have the water of life, the 
glorious gospel, to make known, 
as the means of life, and healing, 
and eternal salvation, to all who 
need it, can we be really interested 
in the subject ourselves, and yet 
remain indifferent, silent, and 
selfish, on behalf of others ?— 
Surely it ought not so to be. If, 
alas, we have hitherto “‘ eaten our 
morsel alone,” let us, from this 
favoured hour, from the effect of 
these anniversaries, hasten to the 
help of the perishing ; and, with the 
united help which our money, time, 
influence, and love can impart, 
make known ‘‘ the things that we 
haye heard and felt;” and, “as 
God hath so loved us,’’ strive to 
love our neighbours as ourselves, 
Thus shall we breathe the spirit of 
the gospel we profess; and our 
light will so shine that God our 
father may be glorified, and sin- 
ners be converted from the error 
of their ways. Thus will the 
anniversaries of 1833 be times to 
be remembered, and, perhaps, in 
the day of final audit, we shall 
meet some trophy of grace on the 
right hand of the Judge and 
Saviour, whose salvation was pro- 
moted by means connected with 
that season. 2u 
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AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 
Dear Sir, 

It is with considerable reluc- 
tance that I solicit your insertion 
of a few remarks on some com- 
munications respecting the Ame- 
rican Colonization Society, con- 
tained in your last number. My 
highly respected brother, who 
forwarded to you the letters of 
Messrs. Brown and Cresson, was 
influenced, I doubt not, by the 
sincerest regard to the interests of 
humanity and righteousness. His 
well-known benevolence, and the 
fervour of his zeal in behalf of the 
oppressed negro, render any com- 
mendation of his motives super- 
fluous. His present sentiments 
respecting the Colonization So- 
ciety are precisely such as I 
entertained a short time since. I 
heard of Liberia with joy and gra- 
titude to God. I viewed its esta- 
blishment on the Coast of Africa 
as pregnant with incalculable good 
to that vast Continent. I ima- 
gined that I saw in it the provi- 
dence of God, the opening of a 
fountain whose refreshing waters 
would gladden and fructify the 
barren waste. My attention was 
directed to the tendency of this 
scheme to advance the welfare of 
Africa, without regarding its more 
immediate influence on the slave 
and coloured population of the 
United States. Since then, Sir, 
I have been enabled to institute a 
more careful and extensive in- 
quiry into the principles on which 
the Society is based, and the pur- 
pose it is adapted to subserve; 
and I regret to state, that my esti- 
mate of its character is totally 
altered, and my sympathy with its 
object changed into aversion and 
abhorrence. The unfaltering con- 
viction of my judgment is, that 
it is totally unworthy of the pa- 
tronage of the religious and anti- 
slavery public; and my _ present 
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object is to state some of the 
grounds of such convictions, I 
feel this course to be the more 
imperative, as an accredited agent 
of the Society, Mr. Elliott Cresson, 
is now in this country making ap- 
plication for pecuniary aid. Some 
of your readers may already have 
been induced to contribute to his 
design, and others may be applied 
to. It is therefore important that 
the whole case should be known. 

It is not my present object to 
controvert the probability of good 
resulting to Africa, from the esta- 
blishment of the Colony of Libe- 
ria,though much,I apprehend ,may 
be said on this point. It is sufh- 
cient for my purpose to observe, 
that if the free coloured people are 
so morally debased as the abet- 
tors of the Colonization scheme 
affirm, their presence in Africa 
will be a curse to that region. 
Instead of proving Christian Mis- 
sionaries to its benighted inhabi- 
tants, they will give new force 
and energy to those destructive 
principles which have for so long 
a period desolated that quarter of 
the globe. ° 

The claim of the Colonization 
Society to the patronage of the 
British public is founded on its 
alleged tendency to effect the 
abolition of slavery throughout the 
United States. This has been 
represented to the people of Eng- 
land as its main object. Mr. 
Cresson has reiterated the state- 
ment; and hence the success of 
his application. Now I am satis- 
fied the society, so far from aiming 
at this object, avows hostility to 
it, and is adapted to perpetuate 
the enormous evil. It is the 
enemy of immediate abolition; 
friendly to the negro in profession; 


but, in reality, an upholder of the 


master’s oppression. It had its 
origin in the slave states; its pre- 
sidents and principal managers 
have been slaye-owners; and the 
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language, uttered at its public 
meetings, and employed in its 
official organs, would be appropri- 
ate to a colonial advocate in this 
country. That it may be the 
occasion of freedom to a few 
slaves, I freely admit; but that 
its tendency is to confirm the slave 
system, I most confidently affirm. 
The rapid increase of the slave 
and coloured population awakened 
the fears of the whites, who, not 
having enough either of religion 
or honesty to restore to the negro 
his rights, devised this scheme of 
transporting the free, in order to 
perpetuate the bondage of the 
enslaved black. In the 15th 
annual Report of the Society, a 
speech of Mr. Archer’s is given, 
of which the following is an ex- 
tract, and which may fairly be 
received as the sentiments of the 
Society, since no disapprobation 
is expressed :— 

“‘If none were drained away, slaves 
became inevitably and speedily more 
redundant... When this stage had been 
reached, what course or remedy remain- 
ed? Was open butchery to be resorted to, 
as among the Spartans, with the Helots? 
or general emancipation and incorpora- 
tion, as in South America? Either of these 


was a deplorable catastrophe. Could they 
be avoided? and, if they could, how? 

In the same report, it is asked, 

«© What is the free black to the slave ? 
A standing perpetual excitement to dis- 
content. The slave would have little 
excitement to discontent, but for the free 
black.” 

“‘There was but one way, but that 
might be made effectual, fortunately! It 
was to provide and keep open a drain for the 
excess beyond the occasions of profitable em- 
ployment.” 

The object of the Society is 
distinctly stated in the 2nd Arti- 
cle of its Constitution, and the 
terms employed of necessity fal- 
sify the representations which 
have been made in this country 
by its accredited agent. The 
Article is as follows:—‘‘ The ob- 
ject to which its attention is to be 
exclusively directed, is to pro- 
mote and execute a plan for colo- 
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nizing (with their consent) the free 
people of colour, residing in our 
country, in Africa, or such other 
place as Congress shall deem most 
expedient ; and the Society shall 
act, to effect this object, in co- 
operation with the general govern- 
ment, and such of the States as 
may adopt regulations on the 
subject.” There is not one word 
of this article which points to the 
manumission of the slave; much 
less to the extinction of slavery. 
On the contrary, the insertion of 
the significant and ominous term 
““ exclusively” clearly proves that 
no other object but the one spe- 
cified is or can be contemplated. 
The language of the Society’s 
reports is in perfect harmony with 
this representation. The follow- 
ing paragraph is taken from the 
Eleventh Annual Report, where it 
isgiven without any note of dissent, 
as part of the speech of Mr. Har- 
rison, of Virginia. ‘* The Society 
has reiterated the declaration, 
that it has no ulterior views di- 
verse from the object avowed in 
the constitution ; and, having de- 
clared that it is in no wise allied 
to any Abolition Society in Ame- 
rica, or elsewhere, is ready, when- 
ever there is need ,to pass a censure 
upon such Societies in America,” 
Truth is not more opposed to 
falsehood, than is such language, 
uttered at the public meeting of 
the Society and published in its 
reports, to the statements of Mr, 
Cresson. 

The same sentiment is avowed 
in the memorial of the Auxiliary 
Colonization Society of Powhatan 
to the legislature of Virginia, 
published in the 12th Report of 
the Parent Society. 


‘The second objection may be re- 
solved into this: that the Society, under 
the specious pretext of removing a vi- 
cious and noxious population, is secretly 
undermining the rights of private pro- 
perty. This is the objection expressed 
in its full force, and if your memorialists 
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could for a moment believe it to be true 
in point of fact, they would never, slave- 
holders as they are, have associated them- 
‘selves together for the purpose of co- 
operating with the Parent Society ; and 
far less would they have appeared in the 
character in which they now do, before 
the legislative bodies of a slave holding 
State, And, if any instance could now 
be adduced, in which the Society has 
ever manifested even an intention to 
depart from the avowed object, for the 
promotion of which it was originally in- 
stituted, none would with more willing- 
ness and readiness withdraw from it their 
countenance and support. But, from the 
time of itsformation down to the present 
period, all its operations have been di- 
rected exclusively to the promotion of its 
one grand object, namely, the coloniza- 
tion in Africa of the free people of colour 
of the United States. It has always 
protested, and through your memorialists 
it again protests, that it has no wish to in- 
terfere with the delicate but important 
subject of slavery. It has never, in a 
solitary instance, addressed itself to the 
slave. It has never sought to invade the 
tranquillity of the domestic circle, nor 
the peace and safety of society.” 


While the reports of the Society 
furnish ample evidence on this 
point, the African Repository, its 
official organ, is equally explicit. 
“It isno Abolition Society,” says 
a writer in the third volume of 
this work, ‘‘ it addresses, as yet, 
arguments to no master, and dis- 
avows, with horror, the idea of 
offering temptations to any slave. 
It denies the design of attempting 
emancipation, either partial or 
general; it denies, with us, that the 
general government have any right 
to emancipate. The scope of the 
society is large enough, but it is 
in no wise mingled or confounded 
with the broad sweeping views of 
a few fanatics in America, who 
would urge us on to the sudden 
and total abolition of slavery.” 
How, Mr. Editor, can such state- 
ments be reconciled with the often 
repeated declarations of Mr. 
Cresson? They are utterly at 
variance with them; and the mo- 
nies he has obtained from the anti- 
slavery people of this couniry 
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have consequently been procured 
under false pretences. His cause 
would have been abhorred by the 
friends of the negro, had he spo- 
ken with but a twentieth part of 
the honesty evinced in America. 
One more extract, and I will pass 
on; I take it from the Report of 
the Kentucky Colonization So- 
ciety, published in the African 
Repository, vol. 6th.—‘“ It is not 
the object of this society to libe- 
rate slaves, or touch the rights 
of property. To set them loose 
amongst us, would be an evil more 
intolerable than slavery itself. It 
would make our situation insecure 
and dangerous.” 

These extracts sufficiently indi- 
cate the real purpose of the So- 
ciety. They discard the idea of 
emancipation being its object, and 
express, without reserve,an opinion 
unfavourable to the restitution of 
the negroes’ rights. The following 
extract from the 7th volume of 
the African Report exhibits the 
Society as the enemy of abolition, 
while hypocritically professing 
attachment to liberty. It reminds 
us of colonial advocacy in this 
eountry. . 


“ The Society, meeting the objections 
of the abolition enthusiast, in a like spirit 
of mildness and forbearance, assures him 
of their equal devotion to the pure prin- 
ciples of liberty and the powerful claims 
of humanity. We know, say they, and 
we deplore the evil of slavery as the 
deadliest curse to our common country, 
We see, and we lament its demoralizing 
effects upon the children of our affections, 
from the budding innocence of infancy, 
to the full maturity of manhoed. But, 
we have not, we do not, and we will not 
interfere with this delicate, this impor- 
tant subject. »There are rights to be re- 
spected, prejudices to be conciliated, fears 
to be quelled, and safety to be observed, 
in all our operations. And we protest, 
most solemnly protest, against the adoption 
of your views, as alike destructive of the 
ends of justice, of policy, and of human- 
ity. No wild dream of the wildest en- 
thusiast was ever more extravagant than 
that of turning loose upon society two 
millions of blacks—idle, and therefore 
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worthless ; vicious, and therefore danger- 
ous; ignorant, and therefore incapable of 
appreciating and enjoying the blessings 
of freedom, Could your wishes be re- 
alized, your gratulation would be quickly 
changed into mourning, your joy into 
grief, and your labour of love into yisits 
of mercy to our jails and our penitentia- 
ries, to the abodes of vice and the haunts 
of poverty. Come, ye abolitionists, away 
with your wild enthusiasm, your misguided 
philanthropy.” 


Here I might close, if the atro- 
city of the Society had not been 
still more clearly developed in its 
official organs, Instead of being 
the advocate or even the silent 
promoter of Emancipation, it has 
actually claimed the patronage of 
the slave holders of America, on 
the ground of its giving stability 
and permanence to their impure 
and barbarous system. That I 
may not be suspected of exagger- 
ation, I will subjoin a sample of 
the evidence which can be ad- 
duced in support of my statement. 


But, is it not certain, that should 
the people of the Southern States refuse 
to adopt the opinions of the Colonization 
Society, [relative to the gradual abolition 
of slavery,] and continue to consider it 
both just and politic to leave, untouched, 
asystem, for the termination of which 
we think the whole wisdom and energy 
of the States should be put in requisi- 
tion, that they will conrrinuTE MORE 
EFFECTUALLY TO THE CONTINUANCE AND 
STRENGTH OF THIS sysTEM, by removing 
those now free, than by any or all 
other methods which can possibly be 
devised? Such has been the opinion 
expressed by Southern gentlemen of the 
first talents and distinction. Eminent 
individuals haye, we doubt not, lent their 
aid to this cause, in expectation of at 
once accomplishing a generous and noble 
work for the objects of their patronage 
and for Africa, and GUARDING THAT SYS- 
tem, the existence of which, though 
unfortunate, they deem necessary, by sepa- 
rating from it those, whose disturbing 
force augments its inherent vices, and 
darkens all the repulsive attributes of its 
character. In the decision of these indi- 
viduals, as to the effects of the Coloni- 
zation Society, we perceive no error of 
. judgment : OUR BELIEF IS THE SAME AS 
rueirs.”—Afr. Rep, vol. i. p. 67. 


‘© The execution of its scheme would aug- 
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ment instead of diminishing the value of thé 
property left behind,’? — Idem, vol. ii. 
p. 344, 

Again we are informed yol. iy. 
p- 274.— 

“« The tendency of the scheme, and one 
of its objects, is, to secure slaveholders and 
the whole southern country, against certain 
evil consequences growing out of the 
present threefold mixture of our popula- 
tion.” 

The sentiments of the free co- 
loured people are too well known 
to require proof. They abhor the 
scheme as unrighteous and op- 
pressive, and claim, by their public 
resolutions, the assistance of every 
humane and liberal mind. But I 
must close, though unwillingly, 
these remarks. I have merely 
pointed to the mass of evi- 
dence which may be adduced; 
and if, by doing so, I shall prevent 
any cf the members of our deno- 
mination from contributing toa 
cause so abhorrent to the spirit 
and principles of the Gospel of 
Christ, I shall have my reward. 
Neyer, in my apprehension, did 
Satan more successfully assume 
the form of an angel of light. But 
the imposition is now detected, 
and the indignation of the British 
mind cannot fail to be loudly and 
universally expressed. 

Mr. Garrison has been deputed 
by the New England Anti-Slavery 
Society to visit this country, for 
the purpose of disabusing the 
public mind on the Colonization 
scheme. He has challenged Mr, 
Cresson to a public discussion, 
and I have tendered the use of 
my chapel for that purpose, but 
Mr. Cresson has deemed it pru- 
dent to decline the challenge. I 
am not at all surprised at his having 
done so. It was wise in Mr. C, 
to shrink from such an antagonist 
-——a man who has devoted himself 
with the zeal and disinterestedness 
of an Apostle to the liberation of 

the sons of Africa. 
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Mr. Cresson may calumniate 
Mr. Garrison as he pleases; but 
the British public will honour his 
integrity, and hold his name in 
erateful and admiring recollec- 
tion. 

I remain, dear Sir, 
Your’s respectfully, 
Tuomas PRICE, 
Lower Street, Islington, 
June 24, 1833. 


A LETTER TO A FRIEND IN A STATE 

OF SPIRITUAL DECLENSION. 

My dear Friend, 

You scarcely need to be told 
that, next to the conversion of 
the soul, its prosperity is of the 
highest importance. That your 
own is not, at present, in a healthy 
state, you must, I think, be con- 
scious. The conduct has often 
been said to be the index of the 
mind ; and, if this be true in your 
case, your soul must be in a bar- 
ren condition. I do not say that 
you are in a state of spiritual 
destitution, but your vital religion 
is, if I mistake not, at a low ebp. 

At this conclusion I have ar- 
rived by comparing your former 
with your present conduct. You 
once submitted to the ordinance 
of baptism, and, in doing so, pro- 
fessed your determination to re- 
linquish the world, and to cast in 
your lot with the people of God, 
But now your chief companions 
are worldly characters, and you 
are seldom seen in the society of 
the saints. In times past, you 
appeared to consider religion as 
the one thing needful, and to 
take a pleasure in teaching the 
young, and in supporting the 
cause of the Redeemer; but now 
you habitually neglect religious 
duties to attend to scientific en- 
gagements ; and if you sometimes 
take a part in those exercises in 
which you once appeared to de- 
light, it is with so much irregular- 
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ity and apparent indifference, as 
to afford’ painful proof that your 
heart is not in the work as it has 
been. 

Your former professions must 
have been insincere, or the state 
of your min@ is less spiritual than 
it once was. I am unwilling to 
believe the former, and would 
fain hope the latter. That you 
are in the first stage of final apos- 
tacy is a thought too painful to 
be indulged; and, therefore, I 
would earnestly hope that your 
present is one of temporary de- 
clension, from which the Spirit of 
grace will speedily restore you. 
And happy should I be to be the 
instrument, in his hand, of ac- 
complishing this desirable and 
important end. 

Perhaps you do not feel your 
condition to be such as I have 
supposed it to be. At this I am 
not surprised. I can easily con- 
ceive of the deadening influence 
of the neglect of the means of 
grace, and the habit of associating 
chiefly with persons who are des- 
titute of vital religion. Long ab- 
stinence from food is often fol- 
lowed by loss of appetite; and 
this is as true spiritually as it is 
naturally. 

It has been said that back- 
sliding commences in the closet. 
And I cannot but think that there 
is a similarity between your pri- 
vate devotions and your public 
conduct. If your Bible and your 
closet were called as witnesses, 
what is the testimony which they 
would give respecting you? Would 
not the one complain of being 
read with comparative negligence, 
and the other of being too fre- 
quently unoccupied? Have you 
the same pleasure in perusing the 
sacred volume that you once had? 
And do you feel the same delight 
in approaching the throne of 
grace that you once felt? 
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Are you disposed to say that 
your faith in the peculiar doc- 
trines of the gospel is unshaken, 
and that no one can justly charge 
you with immoral conduct? Re- 
member that your creed may be 
sound, and your general deport- 
ment unimpeachable, whilst your 
soul is in a lukewarm condition. 
The language of your Lord and 
Master to you is, ‘‘ My son, give 
me,” not thy head and thy hands, 
but ‘‘ thy heart.” God must be 
worshipped in spirit and in truth. 
Christ must dwell in the heart by 
faith. The branch must abide in 
the vine, or it cannot bear fruit. 

Suppose, my dear friend, the 
disease which has made such 
dreadful ravages through the 
country were to come into your 
immediate neighbourhood. It 
might fall either upon yourself or 
your friends. In the one case 
you would be the sufferer, and in 
the other it would be your duty 
to endeavour to administer the 
consolations of the gospel. In 
the former case, how unprepared 
would your mind be to struggle 
with disease and death! and, in 
the latter, how unfit would you 
be to comfort others whilst al- 
most destitute of peace yourself! 
Then your worldly acquaintance 
could afford you no pleasure; and 
how painful would it be to recol- 
lect the injury you had done to 
the cause of Christ, and to find 
your real friends shy of you, from 
having been so long neglected ! 

Satan is the god of this world, 
and the prince of the power of 
the air. With the full extent of 
his power and his cunning we are 
not acquainted; still we are not 
altogether ignorant of his devices. 
Having tempted you to forsake, 
in a great degree, the society of 
real Christians, he may now en- 
deayour to induce you to believe 
that they are not your best friends, 
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and that they do not treat you 
with the cordiality which you 
once received from them. Re- 
member that you have appeared 
to prefer the company of the 
world to that of the church. That 
philosophy to which you have de- 
voted too much of your time, your 
talent, and your property, to the 
neglect of religious duties, must 
have taught you that no man can 
believe without evidence. And 
if you have given your friends 
less proof of your discipleship 
than you once gave them, be not 
surprised if they look at you with 
some degree of doubt. Give them 
unquestionable evidence of your 
sincere attachment to Christ and 
to them, by sacrificing whatever 
would dishonour him or give them 
pain; and I doubt not that you 
will find them quite as cordial as 
when you were first introduced 
into their society. 
' Does your heart condemn you? 
Are fears excited in your breast ? 
When you look into the word of 
God, does it seem to frown upon 
you? And do your prayers ap- 
pear to be shut out from the ears 
of the Lord? Read those por- 
tions of his word in which answers 
and promises to prayer are re- 
corded. Peruse those parts of . 
the Scriptures in which backsliders 
are invited to return to the Lord, 
and in which he promises to heal 
their backslidings. Reflect on his 
compassionate conduct towards 
David, and Peter, and others. 

If you cannot look to Jesus as 
a saint, look to him as a sinner. 
Remember that he came to save 
sinners, and that he receiveth 
sinners. Before Peter fell, the 
Lord told him that he had prayed 
for him. I trust that he has in- 
terceded for you. Think of his 
sufferings and death; think of his 
intercession; think of his pro- 
mises; think of his love, his power, 
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his fulness, the efficacy of his 
blood, and the perfection of his 
righteousness. Pray for the spirit 
of prayer, and for the teaching of 
the Holy Spirit. May the Lord 
give you faith to look to himself! 
May he impart to you the peace 
of the gospel! And may you 
henceforth be enabled to relin- 
quish whatever is opposed to his 
will, both in principle and in 
practice! And may your future 
life be holy, happy, and useful! 


So prays 
Your affectionate friend, 
PHILos. 
Exeter. 


THE ECLIPSE OF THE SUN. 


Every six months there is at 
least one eclipse of the Sun, 
inasmuch as twice a year the new 
moon happens when the two lu- 
minaries are near a lunar node, 
or point in the ecliptic, where their 
centres would coincide. Every 
one can see that when nine or 
ten suns can be placed between 
the Sun and the sable new moon 
no solar eclipse can be seen: and 
it is equally obvious that, when 
the moon at change is passing 
mid-way between her extremes 
of latitude, she must cover a 
part or the whole of the Sun, 
and thus occasion what we call 
a solar eclipse. As, however, 
the top of St. Paul’s Cathedral 
is eclipsed in Newgate Street, 
and uneclipsed between Newgate 
Street and Skinner Street, so 
the Sun, eclipsed to some parts-of 
the earth, is sure to be uneclipsed 
to other parts, even where (if 
clouds do not interpose) he is 
shining at the very time. 

Of late years visible eclipses 
of the Sun have been so rare in 
England, that, to young persons 
under the age of eleven or twelve 
years, the solar eclipse on Wed- 
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nesday, the 17th of this month, 
will be as great a novelty as a 
transit of Venus. If, therefore, 
the morning should be fair, our 
young friends will be amply re- 
paid for rising with the lark. For, 
as early as four minutes after five, 
by the London clocks, a small 
black notch on the edge of the 
Sun’s disk will indicate the com- 
mencement of an eclipse, which, 
at fifty-five minutes after five, will 
have increased to eight digits and 
five-sixths ; so that, at that time, 
three quarters of the Sun’s dia- 
meter will be covered by the 
moon, full on the side next to the 
Sun, but shrouded in darkness 
on the side next to us. After- 
wards, the obscuration will gra- 
dually decrease till forty-nine 
minutes after six, when this inter- 
esting eclipse will end, and when 
the spectator must bid adieu to 
all solar eclipses till Sunday, May 
the 15th, 1836, when a still 
greater eclipse of the Sun will be 
witnessed in England, if the sky 
be clear—an eclipse that will be 
annular in some of the northern 
counties. 

As to total eclipses of the Sun 
in England, they seem to be out 
of the question till Wednesday, 
August the Ilth, in the year 
1999, when the Sun will be to- 
tally eclipsed in the south-west of 
England : and on Saturday, Sep- 
tember the 23d, in the year 2090, 
the Sun will be totally eclipsed 
at London; when, as in 1715, the 
birds will retire to their nightly 
abodes, the cold will sensibly 
and dangerously increase, and the 
dew of heaven will begin to fall ; 
and, if the sky be clear, the 
brighter stars will make their 
appearance, amidst a sudden but 
transitory night of darkness. | 

JF. 


| Stratford, Essex. 


REVIEWS AND BRIEF NOTICES. 


A Narrative of Recent Events connected 
with the Baptist Missionaries in Jamaica : 
comprising also a Sketch of the Mission 
from its commencement in 1814, to the 
end of 1831. By the Baptist Misstona- 
nies,—Published in Jamaica. 


“Surely the wrath of man shall 
praise thee: the remainder of wrath 
shalt thou restrain.” Of the trath 
of thisinspired declaration it might 
be difficult, if not impossible, from 
the modern history of the church, 
to furnish a more striking exempli- 
fication, than the transactions re- 
corded in this painfully interesting 
narrative. The serpent is already 
writhing under the influence of his 
own venom, and, in their deadly 
wrath, the Jamaica Magistrates and 
Planters have conferred on the slave 
population a blessing far beyond all 
they conld have accomplished by 
the most rigid adherence to the 
orders in council they have so con- 
tumaciously rejected. These were 
precisely the events required to 
give the death-blow to Slavery. 
But for these, that iniquitous system 
might have been perpetuated half 
a century longer. Our commer- 
cial life seemed ‘‘ bound up in the 
life of the child.” Christians were 
asleep, and required a tornado. to 
awake them ; Missionaries were 
necessarily prudent: and by a little 
manceuvreing, a little complaisance, 
alittle chicanery and double deal- 
ing—arts by no means difficult of 
attainment—the honourable House 
of Assembly might have laughed 
to scorn the most strenuous efforts 
of the faithful few. Apart from 
their guilt, we cannot conceal with 
what unmingled exultation we con- 
template their uniform and steady 
opposition to every measure pro- 
posed for their adoption. We biush, 
indeed, at the remembrance of our 
own timidity. We feel ashamed, 
that, but a short time ago, nine- 
tenths of the christian community 
were satisfied with the position now 


clamorously assumed by tie plant- 
ers themselves—amelioration and 
gradual abolition! And we desire 
to be deeply humbled, that even 
now, we have been more indebted 
to their folly than to our own wis- 
dom, to their malice than to our 
own benevolence, for those just 
views and right feelings which at 
length we are happily approaching. 
Our only consolation is, that imme- 
diate and entire emancipation is now 
inevitable. 

With the exception of the first 
chapter, which contains ‘‘a brief 
sketch of the Mission from its com- 
mencement here, to the time of the 
insurrection, including a period of 
about eighteen years,” the whole 
of this pamphlet is occupied with 
the revolting details of the Mission- 
ary war. 


« The remainder of the book (say the 
Missionaries) the reader will find to be 
a rapid transition from one scene of 
outrage to another, in which the chief 
actions were performed as scon as sug- 
gested, with a relentless and demoniac 
fury, that ina fiction respecting professed 
christians, would be thought too marvel- 
lous to be possible: indeed, the rapidity 
with which the work of destruction was 
carried on, suggests, naturally enough, 
the supposition of a confederacy with 
the spirits of darkness. Not fewer than 
ten of the demolished chapels were 
destroyed, and chiefly by white men, 
in the short time of eleven or twelve 
days! ”—Introd, ii, 


In the ninth chapter, the particu- 
lars of this destruction are detailed, 
and they cannot be too widely cir- 
culated. 


“The first chapel destroyed was 
situated at a place called Salter’s Hill, in 
St. James’s, about eight miles from Mon- 
tego Bay. It was a large, substantial 
building, newly erected for the accom- 
modation of a numerous congregation 
previously assembling at Crooked Spring, 
and opened for Divine worship the very 
day on the evening of which the insur- 
rection commenced. ‘Ihis edifice, con- 
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sisting of chapel and dwelling-house, 
was set on fire during martial law, by a 
party of the St. James’s Militia, under 
the command of Lieut. F. B. Gibbs, 
Royal Navy, on half pay, and Capt. G. 
Gordon. It is worthy of notice, that 
this chapel was used only once, on which 


occasion the greatest exertions were - 


made by the Missionaries to prevent 
the threatened revolt of the negroes ; 
and that, though the rebels were much 
annoyed thereby, yet they spared the 
chapel during the work of devastation 
around; but the white people, whom 
those exertions were designed aud cal- 
culated to benefit, wantonly and delibe- 
rately burnt it down.” 

“‘On Tuesday, February 7th, when 
the St. Ann’s Regiment were about to 
quit Falmouth, Mr. John W. Gayner, a 
magistrate and ensign, and Adjutant 
Samuel Tucker, commanded the men to 
break down the chapel preached in by 
Mr. Knibb (which they had occupied 
as barracks during martial law), and 
themselves set the example. It was 
completely demolished. The baptistry, 
situated in the chapel-yard, was pre- 
viously filled up with filth, by the work- 
house negroes, who are under the ma- 
nagement of the magistrates, and there- 
fore cannot be supposed to have been 
thus employed without their directions, 
or at least, concurrence. And on this 
occasion, a cenotaph, erected in the wull 
of the vestry, to the memory of our de- 
parted brother Mann, the former pastor, 
was torn down and dashed to pieces 
by those who could trample with equal 
carelessness on the rights of the livin 
and the relics of the dead! ‘While the 
work of destruction was proceeding, 
information of the fact was given to 
Lieutenant Thomas Tennison, of the 
Trelawney Regiment, the officer on 
guard in the town, His reply was: 
‘that it was no matter whether they 
broke the chapel or not: he supposed 
they would set it on fire too!’ 

“On the same day, our chapel at 
Stewart’s Town, in Trelawney, occupied 
by Mr. Whitehorne, was partially pulled 
down, by some persons also connécted 
with the militia. 

“The next day, February 8th, the 
large chapel at Montego Bay, in which 
from 1500 to 2000 persons had often 
been instructed by Mr. Burchell, was 
entirely demolished. At twelve o’clock 
at noon, a party started from the Court- 
house, to commence this diabolical act, 
headed by Lieutenant Colonel William 
Charles Morris, and were joined by a 
large mob, The following magistrates 
and officers of militia were at the’ spot, 
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and most of them very actively engaged 
in the demolition :— 


Lieut. Col. W. Charles Morris 
Major John Coates 

Capt. George Gordon 

W. Mitchell Kerr 

—— John Cleghorn 

— Joseph Bowen 

—— Benj. Haughton Tharpe 
—— William Nettleton Balme 
—— John Thorpe, a Magistrate 
—— Edward Evans, Coroner 
Lieut. James Gordon, a Magistrate 
——- Joseph Fray 

William Plummer 

Thomas Watson 

Charles Wallace Ogle 

John Henry Morris 
G. M‘Farquhar Lawson, jun. Adjutant 
Henry Hunter 

Ensign William Fowle Holt 
James Coates 

William Gordon 

Jos. Gill Jump 
Alexander Campbell, Esq. Copse 
Charles O‘Conner, Esq. 

William Heath, Esq. 

Mr. William B. Popkin, Head Constable 


“On this day and the following, the 
chapel at Brown’s Town, in St. Ann’s, 
supplied by Mr. Nicholls, was pulled 
down, chiefly by the inhabitants, encou- 
raged by the example of Mr. Abraham 
Isaacs, a Jew, and sort of petty lord of 
that small town. 


‘© On Friday, February 10th, the cha- 
pel at Savanna-la-Mar, occupied by Mr. 
Gardner, was pulled down, chiefly by 
the militia, encouraged by the presence 
and assisted by two of the officers; 
namely, 

William Samuels, Lieutenant 
Anthony Reary, Ensign ; and by 
Harry Dawson, Provost Marshall’s Deputy 

“On Saturday night, February 11th, 
another chapel, supplied by the same 
Missionary, called Ridgeland (or Fuller’s 
Field) about ten miles from Savanna-la- 
Mar, was burnt. 


“« After a daring attack at St. Ann’s 
Bay, on the 10th of February, the 
Mission premises, occupied by Mr. 
Nicholls at that place, were razed to the 
ground, during the forenoon of Tuesday, 
February 11th, The materials were 
stolen, and the very foundations partly 
dug up. The following persons were 
among the most active of the depreda- 
tors : 


George Radcliffe Stennett, Magistrate, Surgeon 
of St, Ann’s Eastern Regiment, and Surgeon 
of the Workhouse 

Lieutenant Henry Cox, jun. on the Staff of 
Major-General Cox, and a Magistrate 

Captain Samuel Drake, Head Constable, Town 
Surveyor, Clerk of the Market, aud Supervisor 
of the Workhouse ° 

Ensign and Adjutant Ralph Cocking 

Seba Shelley, Harbour-Master 

James Walker, Esq..a Magistrate, Member of 
Assembly, and Captain in the Militia, was 


present, and did not attempt to prevent the 
demolition. 


Magistrates 


Le 


i Magistrates 
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‘The chapel at Rio Bueno, occupied 
by Mr. Whitehorne, was attempted to 
be pulled down on Sunday night, Feb- 
ruary 12th, by the Grenadier Company of 
the Trelawney Regiment (dressed in 
their regimentals) which was stationed 
at Bryan Castle estate, near that place. 
Owing to the strength of the building, 
this attempt failed; but on the following 
Saturday evening, it was burnt down, 

“On Friday, February 24th, Ebony 
Chapel, just erected at Hayes’ Savanna, 
in Vere, and supplied by Mr. Taylor, 
was also wilfully destroyed by fire. A 
day or two before this event, Mr. Hector 
M‘Lean Wood, a magistrate, accompa- 
nied by a person named Palmer, went 
to the chapel in the day-time, broke 
some of the windows, and took away the 
key; and at ten o’clock p. m. on the 
aforementioned day, the chapel was set 
en fire, and burnt to the ground. A 
party of armed men were seen at the 
spot ; and the poor inhabitants, like their 
fellow-sufferers in other places, were 
naturally afraid of being murdered if 
they attempted to interfere. The fol- 
lowing day, six white men went to see 
what was done. Dr. Murray was one 
of them, and Mr, Stirke, overseer on 
Roden’s estate, and a vestryman, was 
another. Mr. Stirke broke one of the 
remaining benches: they broke down 
the fence, gave three cheers, and left the 
place. 

‘« We regret to add that much loss 
has also been occasioned to their respec- 
tive proprietors, by the destruction of 
houses rented as places of worship, which 
we proceed to narrate. 


«‘While martial law existed, a house 
called Putney in St.James’s, the property 
of Mrs. M‘Lenan, rented by Mr. Bur- 
chell, was burnt by the militia.” 

«On Thursday, February 9th, in the 
morning, the chapel at Lucea, occupied 
by Mr. Abbott, the property of the Ge- 
neral Baptist Missionary Society, was 
pulled down. The following parties 
were among the perpetrators of this out- 
rage :— 

Rev. B. H. Hearn, the Rector! 


Dr. Binns 
Mr. Charles Younger, Constable. 


“© Mr, Alexander Campbell of Lucea, 
a magistrate, was present, and did not 
attempt to prevent it. Mr Heath, the Rec- 
tor, asked a gentleman to go with him, and 
assist him in destroying the d—d Baptist 
Chapel !! Dr, Binns was seen galloping 
towards the chapel with a hatchet in his 
hand, and struck the first blow. 


“On Tuesday evening, February 14th, 
a party of the same mob who demolished 
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our premises at St. Ann’s Bay, proceed- 
ed to Ocho Rios, another station sup- 
plied by Mr. Nicholls, and burnt the 
chapel there. It was the property of 
Mr. Thomas Williams, a married man, 
with a large family, by whom the injury 
will be severely felt. . The fire commu- 
nicated with an adjoining house, which 
was also burnt down, 

“©On Sunday, February 19th, the last 
act of destruction was committed at Green 
Island, when the chapel, supplied by 
Mr, Abbott, was burnt down.” 

That the Missionaries have them- 
selves been spared to tell the melan- 
choly tale, 1s attributable, not to 
the tender mercies of their adversa- 
ries, but to the kind interposition 
of Him who says to every proud 
wave, ‘‘Hitherto shalt thou come, 
but no farther.” And though they 
are still silenced, insulted, fined, 
and imprisoned, better days are in 
reserve. Let them patiently con- 
tinue their narrative as events shall 
occur ; and at no very distant period 
they may lay down their pen with 
the delightful sentence—‘ So Sla- 
very died, and Freedom reigned.’ 
They will then be much better oc- 
cupied than in writing narratives. 

But in the mean time, what is 
to be done with the learned and 
honourable rioters—those lawless 
lawyers-—those keepers and break- 
ers of the peace! We have no 
wish to visit them as their brethren 
at Nottingham and Bristol were 
visited—with a special commission, 
to try them for their lives. Distin- 
guished as they are from their 
humble associates at home, not 
more by their education and official 
character than by the malicious 
recklessness with which they shed 
innocent and christian blood; we 
yet would not transfer to them the 
pious wish of one of their own fra- 
ternity on behalf of the Missionaries 
—that their bodies might diversify 
the scenery of the fine hanging 
woods of Trelawney. Nay, we 
would noteven tar and feather them 
—that lighter punishment inflicted 
on the hapless Missionary and his 
inoffensive babe ;—the amusement, 
the recreation, the burlesque, in- 
vented by these great minds, to 
relieve them under the burdens and 
cares of office,—the farce ‘‘ inimita- 
bly droll,” after their own bloody 
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tragedy! No—sxch exploits are 
too sublime for our grovelling con- 
ceptions—we cannot attain to them. 
With all deference, therefore, we 
leave them to Jamaica magistrates, 
and military officers, as more con- 
genial with their exalted genius. 


Our sentence is eminently mer- 
ciful. Let them be degraded and 
cashiered. Let them be rendered for 
ever incapable of returning to office. 
Let their estates be made liable to 
the erection of new places of wor- 
ship. Then let them ‘‘ go their way 
and sin no more, lest a worse thing 
befal them.” 


Our Missionary brethren would 
never forgive us—much less could 
we forgive ourselves—were we to 
close this notice without a word on 
behalf of the yet enslaved negro. 
We call upon our readers there- 
fore, to ‘‘ remember them that are 
in bonds as being bound with 
them,”—to ‘‘ weep with those who 
weep,’ —to imitate, in their humble 
measure, the sympathy of Him, 
who “ took our griefs, and bore our 
sorrows.” We have not the slight- 
est respect for that fanaticism, which 
induces some good men to refrain 
from petitioning the legislature, lest, 
forsooth, they should be guilty of 
the awful impiety of taking the 
work out of the hands of the Lord ! 
On this principle, what efforts of 
any kind could they make? And 
as little can we sympathize with 
that ‘straining at a gnat, and swal- 
lowing a camel,” which would de- 
liberately turn away a petition for 
the liberation of 800,000 fellow- 
immortals from interminable sla- 
very, simply because it is addressed 
to * lords spiritual and temporal!” 
fs it not evident that our bishops are 
“lords spiritual?” That they should 
be, is another question—a question 
the Apostle Peter satisfactorily de- 
cides. But while they do usurp that 
character, it is only adding sin to sin 
to allow their usurpation to prevent 
our own allegiance to Him who is 
our spiritual Lord—to induce a neg- 
lect of bis own sacred injunction, to 
‘““do unto others as we would that 
they should do unto us.” 


When it is well with us, then, let 
us think of the oppressed captive ; 
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and if we would remember him 
honestly, we must not suffer our 
thoughts to evaporate in sighs, and 
tears, and words. Something must 
be done. That God is at work, and 
at work in the British Parliament 
too, is too evident to be denied ; 
and why should we incur, the guilt 
of Meroz, who ‘‘ came not to the 
help of the Lord—to the help of the 
Lord against the mighty.” That he 
can work out their deliverance 
without our instrumentality, is not 
for a moment to be doubted; but is 
this Ais usual mode of operation? 
Did he not accept of human agency 
—of the services of some even in 
the present cabinet—in the aboli- 
tion of that abominable trade, of 
which the present state of things is 
the consequence? Then away with 
fanaticism, and away with indo- 
lence. Let preachers preach, let 
writers write, let parents talk, let 
christians pray, and let every man 
and every woman, who would not 
be a slave, petition against slavery! 

Our readers have an especial 
interest in the result of this impor- 
tant measure. Many of those whose 
claims we are pleading are their 
brethren and sisters in Christ. They 
have been redeemed by the same 
blood, sanctified by the same Spirit, 
baptized into the same faith, and 
and are destined to the same glori- 
ous inheritance. But their sanctu- 
aries are defiled and destroyed, 
their pastors are banished or im- 
prisoned, and they themselves are 
scattered in the wilderness as sheep 
among wolves. Still, they are 
Christ’s sheep. Indifference to 
them, therefore, is treachery to him. 
And if we would not resign every 
hope of his final approbation, we 
shall deeply sympathize with these 
his afflicted brethren. ‘* Behold 
the tears of such as are oppressed, 
and they have no comforter: on the 
side of their oppressors is power, 
but they have no comforter!” 


Dr. Adam Clurke’s Commentary on the 
Holy Scriptures, 3rd edition, parts 1. 
and II, London, T.Tegg, 1833. 
Dr. Clarke’s distinguished at- 

tainments in Biblical science are 

well known. He stood in the first 
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class of eritics, and his scholar- 
ship was respected by men of all 
parties. His various works evince 
an extensive and profound ac- 
quaintance with the sources of ec- 
clesiastical history, and the fathers 
of Biblical literature. It is obvious, 
from a perusal of his writings, that 
he had gone to the fountain head 
of information. His reports are 
those of a man who had seen the 
land and conversed with the people 
he describes. 

His eminence in this department 
attaches much value to the work 
before us. The Biblical Commen- 
tator frequently needs the aid of 
the critic and of the ecclesiastical 
historian. Light is emitted from 
these sources on many passages of 
the inspired word, and the harmony 
and completeness of revelation are 
thus made more visible. The at- 
tentive reader of Dr. Clarke’s Com- 
mentary cannot fail to recognize 
many instances of this. The Doc- 
tor’s theology is of the Arminian 
School; he himself having been a 
member of the Wesleyan Metho- 
dists.  Arminianism is of course 
conspicuous through the Commen- 
tary, and some eccentricities of 
opinion are exhibited. This is not 
the time for attempting an extended 
exposition of the doctrinal character 
of the work. We wish simply to 
notify its republication, reserving, 
till the edition be completed, the 
remarks which we are desirous of 
offering on this point. The preseut 
edition will be completed in sixty 
parts, two parts to be published 
monthly. The price of the quarto 
edition is three shillings, and that 
of the Imperial octavo, two shillings 
each part. It.is got up in a hand- 
some style, and will constitute one 
of the cheapest of modern reprints. 


An Appeal to the Scriptures on the Ordinance 
of Baptism, interspersed with the Conces- 
sions of learned and judicious Writers who 
favoured Infant Baptism, &c, Second 
Edition, By Jazez Burns.---W ight- 
man: London. 

This is but a small tract, but it isan 
excellent compendium of the often- 
refuted arguments forinfant baptisin. 
“Tf a text of Scripture could have 
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been found,” said Thomas Lawson, 
a quaker more thana hundred years 
ago, ‘“‘for the practice of infant 
sprinkling, it would have been pro- 
duced before now:’—the truth is, 
there is none; and it is remark- 
able, that some of the most learned 
and judicious pedebaptist writers 
unite in this declaration. We 
respectfully ask pedobaptists — 
Would any one, in reading the New 
Testament, who had not heard of 
infant-sprinkling, have ever thought 
of such a practice? We do not 
hesitate to answer for them, Never. 
A Baptist in America offered a 
reward of £5 to any one who would 
produce a text of Scripture to prove 
infant-sprinkling. A pado-baptist 
came forward with several texts 
which, he insisted on it, were in 
favour of the practice. The Baptist 
denied that they were at all in point. 
The pedo-baptist entered an action, 
demanding the reward. The action 
was heard in court, and the jury 
gave it in favour of the Baptist. 
The plaintiff was nonsuited.— Bene- 
dict’s American Baptist History.. 


1. Letters to the Lord Bishop of Salisbury, 
occasioned by the Pamphlet addressed to 
his Lordship by the Rev. S. C. Wilks, 
“©On the Bible Society Question, in its 
Principle and Details.’ By Roxserr 
Haxpane, Esq., pp. 64.---Longman 
and Co. 

2. Mr. John Joseph Gurney’s Defence of 
Union with Socinians in the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, and of the omis- 
sion of Prayer by that Society proved. to 
be untenable, By Rosrrr Harpanr, 
Esq., pp. 60.—Longman and Co. 


We doubt not the utility of contro~ 
versy to a certain limit, which, per- 
haps, is best defined by that point 
at which contested principles dege- 
nerate into mutual and criminating 
personalities. When dispute has 
once assumed thisform, the original 
matter in debate is comparatively 
forgotten: perplexities are intro- 
duced, the breach is widened, and 
the warfare threatens to be inter- 
minable. Most of all do we depre- 
cate sucha state of things in con- 
nexion with the*Bible; for reasons 
which, though uumerous and ob- 
vious, need. 1ot here be enumerated. 
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We cannot, therefore, but sincerely 
hope that Mr. Haldaneis more fully 
convinced than ourselves, that the 
cause of God and truth required 
the publication of his fourteen 
pamphlets. 


Sermons delivered on occasion of the Death 
of tie Rev. John Dick, D.D. Greyfriar’s 
Church, Glasgow; Professor of Theo- 
logy to the United Secession Church, 
By Joun Mircnett, DD. DsSaber:, 
Glasgow, and. James Prpprz, D.D., 
Edinburgh.—pp. 39.---Holdsworth. 


“Honour to whom he@nour,”’ is a 
precept of inspiration to which, 
whatever may have becm its recep- 
tion in by-gone days, there does 
not appear, at present, to be any 
danger of its attaining to more than 
becoming attention. We are glad, 
however, in these discourses to 
perceive that honour paid to the 
deceased, to which he appears to 
have been, by the grace of God, 
so justly entitled; and, both in the 
attempt, and in the mode of execu- 
tion, we think the preachers have 
been assisted to honour themselves. 


The Difficulties of Infidelity ; or the Obsta- 
cles, intellectual and moral, to an infidel 
state. of Mind: a Sermon preached in 
Tonbridge Chapel, New Road, Somers 
Town, on Tuesday, February 26, 1833 ; 
being one of a series of Discourses, on 
subjects appointed by the Christian In- 
struction Society, and delivered by 
Ministers in connexion with it, te me- 
chanics and others. By Joun Horrus. 
pp 60.—Jackson. 

A very elaborate discourse, doing 
great credit to the head and heart 
of the worthy author, and which 
will, we earnestly hope, be made ex- 
tensively useful to that numerous 
class of persons, for whose more 

_immediate benefit it was delivered, 
and is now published. Would 
there not be a much greater proba- 
bility of our hope being realized 
were a cheaper edition put into 
active and liberal circulation ? 


A Catechism on the Nature of a Christian 
Church, &. By R. M. Miter, 
Fourth edition. 

An excellent manual of instruc- 
tion for young inquirers. 
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A set of Psalm and Hymn Tunes, composed 
for four Voices, and arranged for the 
Organ and, Piane-forte. By Jou~ 
Bisuor. pp. 36.—Peck. 


Believing, as we do, that “it is 
a good thing to give thanks unto 
the Lord,” and to sing praises to 
his name, we are disposed to en- 
courage whatever is adapted to 
promote this pious exercise, and 
would, therefore, invite attention, 
more especially of our musical 
readers, to the thirty-one tunes 
comprised in this set. About half 
the number are composed for psalms 
and hymns of the ordinary metres ; 
the rest provide for more compli- 
cated verse. 


The Miniature of Buddhism, in a Deserip- 
tion of the Objects in the Buddhist Tem- 
ple, imported from India, and opened for 
public inspection at Exeter Hall, Dec. 
12, 1832. 

The Vikara is now beautifully 
lighted with gas. The entire exhi- 
bition (if it amuse for a few mo- 
ments) should lead to very serious 
musings, and excite the liveliest 
emotions of gratitude to the true 
and living God, for the privileges 
we enjoy in this fayoured land. 


The Abolition of the Poor Laws, the Safety: 
of the State, &c.—Jackson and Wal- 
ford. 

The statements, arguments, in- 
ferences, and appeals of the writer 
are worthy the attention of those 
who feel a deep interest in the wel- 
fare of their beloved country. 


Christian Liberty: an Essay. By Wit- 
t1AM THorn, Author of ‘ Lectures on 
the Christian Sabbath,” &c.—Hamil- 
ton and Co. 


An elaborate essay, to which 
(without pledging ourselves to every 
opinion it contains) we heartily 
wish a wide circulation. The 
writer has given us an ample illus- 
tration of the motto borrowed from 
Locke: “Zhe civil magisirate’s pre- 
scribing a way of worship hath been 
the cause of more disorders, tumults, 
and bloodshed, than all other causes 


put together.” 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


FOREIGN. 


— 


FRANCE, 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magasine. 
Dear Sir, 

I have lately received a letter from 
France, which, as it details much of the 
internal situation of that kingdom and 
neighbourhood, with respect to religion, 
may, perhaps, be acceptable to your read- 
ers ; and, therefore, if you please, it may 
appear in your next number. 

Tam, Sir, 
Yours, &c. 
FeDi 


Translation. 
Dear Sir, 

It is but lately that 1 have received 
your letter. I thank you for your kind 
remembrance of me,and pray that you 
may still preserve it. Ourinterviews have 
been short in this world, but there need 
be but little time to attach those who 
embrace the same faith, and labour in 
the same work, to each other. My stay 
in Switzerland was nearly six months, 
which was more than I intended; but 
the time was necessary, for reposing 
from my fatigues, and to recruit my 
strength in the midst of my brethren. 
The Gospel makes great progress there; 
the number of the children of God is 
considerable, and increases every day. 
The Gospel is published with fidelity 
and courage, by a great number of minis- 
ters; the faithful church, with which I 
was united, consists of nearly 200 chil- 
dren of God, of whom about one half are 
Baptists. 

In reply to yours, on the subject of 

our plan for Missions in France, I should 
find no obstacle to it, except the pecuniary 
means necessary to carry it into effect. 
France has need of many missionaries ; 
for you know the state of superstition, 
infidelity, and immorality, in that un- 
happy hpdou ; and the number of 
gospel preachers in it is very small. [ 
believe that all the brethren feel the 
necessity of labouring for the spiritual 
regeneration of the French; but hitherto 
missionaries are wanting, Almost all 
those who labour are Swiss. Jo form 


others, we must have young men already 
converted ; these are very scarce, and_ those 
who would be willing to become evangelists 
yet more so. 

Thus we are stopped by an invincible 
obstacle, which the Lord has not yet 
seen fit toremoye. On the other hand, 
money is wanting, and we have hardly 
enough to pay the salaries of those whe 
are already labouring. 

T have lately seen Mr. W. at Paris, 
He has received many promises from the 
Americans, but hitherto without any 
other result. You are not ignorant that 
England has done but little more for the 
Continental Missions. As to the French, 
they will squander away their mone 
for shows, luxuries, and all the follies of 
the world, and have none left for religion. 
You see, my dear Sir, we live in times 
and circumstances wherein the best con- 
ceived plans, for the advancement of the 
Gospel, have unhappily to encounter but 
too many difficulties. 

Happily, the Bible continues to be 
abundantly spread abroad, in France, 
by the generosity of the British Bible 
Society ; and it is probable, that, for the 
present at least, souls will be converted 
by this means only. 

A dozen Swiss distributors are em- 
ployed by the Societies of Geneva, and 
Lausanne, to diffuse the Bible in the 
departments of the West, whose success 
is remarkable. It is true, they are faith- 
ful children of God, well-informed in doc- 
trine, and courageous in the midst of the 
poor superstitious Catholics, deriders, and 
blasphemers. 


An institution established at Geneva, 
by a faithful church, and supported by 
the gifts of the churches of the Canton 
of Vaud, and of Geneva, by tho blessing 
of God, has formed these Colpateurs 
Missionaires (Missionary Distributors). 
Lhope that you will not abandon your 

lan; * if, hereafter, France should be 
blessed of God, as Switzerland is, it may 
be possible to carry it into execution, 
In Paris they haye thought of a plan 
nearly similar; but. they are stopped, like 
Eas ee a ee, 


* The plan referred to is the establishment 
of an Academy, in France, for the instiuction 
of pious young men, as scripture readers and 
preachers, like that at Ballina, in Ireland, 
under the superintendance of Mr. Allen. 
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a mill when waler fails, Accept my very 
affectionate salutations. May God bless 
you in your health, your soul, your mi- 
nistry, your labours, your dear family, 
and the church, in the midst of which 
God has called you to labour ! 

Mr. M. labours at Havre with success; 
his congregations are numerous and 
attertive ; and his sunday-school pros- 
pers. They lately buried a little girl, 
who died in the faith, As to myself, I 
ama but just recommencing: and I hope 
that God will shed forth his Holy Spirit 
upon our labours. J need to consider, 
every moment, that eternity is at hand ; 
that the judgment of God will be very 
solemn; that I have no more time to 
lose; and that I ought to consecrate to 
my Master and Saviour what remains 
to me of life and strength. 

Your devoted Brother 
and Servant in Christ, 


M.F, 
April 14, 1833. 
ee 
i DOMESTIC. 


SappatH ScHoo.s. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Dear Sire, 

The correspondence carried on by 
one of our benevolent institutions with 
many of our churches in the country 
having elicited the fact, that in nume- 
rous instances where large Sabbath- 
schools are attached to the cause there 
is no adequate return of decided useful- 
ness, a circular was addressed, in the 
early part of this year, to several places 
(or ministers), requesting answers to 
the following queries : 

1. Are the schools properly supplied 
with books and teachers ? ’ 

2. Are the teachers, for the most 
part, persons of decided piety? and does 
there prevail amongst them a proper 
degree of respect and affectionate co- 
operation towards each other and the 
church ? 

3. Do the pastor and officers of the 
church render the teachers and children 
all the help and encouragement “that 
they are able? 

4, Are the labours of the Sabbath de- 
voted entirely to religious instruction ? 
or are they partly occupied ia writing, 
Mout 

5, What means are used to improve 
the teachers, and the highest classes of 
the scholars, and to secure their decided 
piety ? 

6. Are efforts made to retain an influ- 
ence over the young people, after they 
leave the school, by bible or catechetical 
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classes, conducted either by the pastor 
or by the members of the church ? 

7. Is there a spirit of prayer prevail- 
ing amongst the members of the school, 
the church and congregation, for the 
assistance of God's Holy Spirit ? 

8. What are the causes which seem 
to you to prevent success ? 

It is most pleasing to find that, out of 
about forty replies which have been re- 
ceived to this letter, there is not one 
which does not express the thanks of 
the brethren for the solicitude thus 
shown for their welfare and success. 
They have also uniformly shown a very 
strong desire to receive and to improve 
any hints which the investigation may 
suggest, for the furtherance of their 
great undertaking. And the whole has 
been expressed with so much dignity 
and Christian feeling, as to render the 
interest of the churches still more en- 
dearing than ever. 


The facts elicited are of a most im- 
portant and practical kind, presenting, 
however, objects which, if attainable, 
can never be secured without great 
labour and difficulty. 

Qy. I. The answers are more pleasing 
to this than to any other. Most of the 
schools have teachers of some kind ; and 
the number employed must be great in 
proportion to the strength of the churches 
and congregations. A few, however, 
are deficient in this respect; and the 


‘usefulness of the schools is impeded 


by the teacher having a greater number 
of children than he can properly manage. 
Some are in want of books of all kinds, 
But all appear to be greatly in need 
of books adapted to the present state of 
religion in our churches. 


Qy. II. In the character of these 
teachers a much more lamentable defici- 
ency prevails. Inreply to the question, 
whether the teachers are pious, the an- 
swers are greatly modified, and often very 
indefinite. Sometimes they are ‘partly 
pious,” at others ‘ pretty well.’’ And 
though the clear statement is attended 
with very considerable delicacy, yet, 
sufficient is expressed to prove the awful 
fact, that out of the whole Boaktat 
teachers employed in these 40 schools, 
by far the greater portion are not pious. 
A still greater part are very young, and 
greatly deficient in knowledge and expe- 
rience; other defects of minor importance 


are found, but the principal deficiencies 


are — 

1. In knowledge and experience. 

2. In personal piety. 

3. In affection and orderly deport- 
ment. 
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: - LI. Respecting the helps afforded 
oem church and its officers. There are 


Some which deserve to be exhibited as 
examples forall the churches. May the 
Spirit of all grace rest upon their labour, 
and reveal the beauty of the Lord in 
their children ; but in many the reverse 
is true. In several cases negligence is 
plainly confessed ; and in some, either a 
viclous opposition, or a love of power, 
has been the principal impediment to 
usefulness, 

There are other points in the conduct 
of churches towards the schools, which 
greatly impede the advancement of the 
Saviour’s kingdom. It would be too 
great an expense of feeling to enter into 
these minutely ; but one is of too solemn 
a nature to be over: it is the low 
state of christian morals, which in some 
of the churches, produces a contempt for 
the Gospel they profess to love. The 
particular points of moral deficiency are 
five— 

1. Neglect of ordinances. 

2. Neglect of family religion. 

3. Discord and impurity. 

4, Impiety of officers. 

5. Heterodoxinfiuence over the church 
and congregation. 

Qy. 1V. The instruction is, for the 
most part, very defective in its nature. 
In eight cases writing is taught on the 
Lord’s-day. In those schools where 
this is not the case, the greater portion 
of time seems to be occupied in element- 
ary instruction; whilst in very few 
indeed has such a system and method 
of studying the Scriptures prevailed, as 
would be likely to produce very perma- 
nent impressions in favour of personal 
piety. 

Qy. V. For the instruction of the 
teachers and elder scholars, nothing 
worth mentioning has yet been provided 
by our churches. In one or two cases 
eatechisms have been used. In one or 
two others Bible classes have been re- 
cently formed. In others it is intended 
to form them. But they are generally 
altogether neglected, or else conducted 
with great inefficiency. 

_ The great dependance seems to be 
placed in the teachers’ meetings for 
prayer, or for discussions and conyersa- 
tion; but these, how frequently soever 
they may be held, can never supply the 
wants of the teachers themselves; they 
cannot give what they do not possess, 
They need something superior to them- 
selves, to improve them in piety and 
knowledge. It is to be feared that, for 
the most part, nothing systematical or 
constant is provided to meet this neces- 
sity.; the teachers, therefore, are gene- 
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rally left to their own resources and 
industry. 

Qy. VI. It is pleasing to find that 
the attention of several brethren has 
been directed to the want of influence 
over the children that have left the 
school, which is so painfully manifest in 
the present system. But the replies to 
the question, ‘‘ What means are used?” 
are very unsatisfactory, Where the 
use of any is professed, it is stated so 
coldly, as to leave the impression that 
they are very ineffectual ; but, in most 
cases, the reply is painfully clear, “no 
Means are used to secure an influence 
over the children, after they leave the 
school,” and, in one instance, the at- 
tempt is said to be impossible. 

One reason assigned for this difficulty 
is the claim laid on the labour and time 
of the children after they have left the 
school; their removal from the home of 
their parents, and the influence of the 
society into which they are plunged. 

Another reason is the want of time 
and capabilities on the part of the pastors 
and members of churches, for this 
important exercise. 

A third reason is, that the views enter- 
tained by the brethren, respecting the 
object itself, are so undefined, that their 
efforts become misdirected. 

A fourth is the want of a more just 
estimation of its importance. 

Qy. VII. Respecting a spirit of 
prayer, there is a full confession of its 
importance, and an earnest desire is 
expressed for its increase, whilst defi- 
ciency is avowed with humble regret: 
the hope is cherished of its speedy 
revival. 

That which deserves in this case most 
to be deplored, is a tendency to rely on 
mere formalities, without entering into 
their real wants, or these of the church 
to which they belong. Hence their de- 
votion passes without real prayer, and 
therefore without real advantage. 

Qy. VIII. In the replies to this 6th 
question, all these positions have been 
confirmed by our brethren on the spot, 
with such marks of faithful and accurate 
investigation, as supply the best proof 


| of their diligence and care, as well 


as the best reasons for hoping that the 
evils will not remain, withvut a wise 
and vigorous determination to remove 
them. 

From a careful review of these facts, 
it is clear that there are many causes 
leading to this failure, which Providence 
alone can remove. Still there are others 
for which appropriate remedies might be 
attempted by the brethren, with great 
probability of success. : 

2Y 
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1. The dissension between the 
churches and the schools; for, at present, 
they scarcely seem to be parts of the 
same system. 

2, The want of interest in the officers, 
and the more experienced members of 
the churches, who leave the schools too 
much to the superintendence of the 
young and inexperienced. 

3. The inefficiency of the teachers, 
both in knowledge and in piety. 

4. The neglect of the elder scholars, 
and of the children not in the sabbath 
schools, who have little or no instruc- 
tion but that of public preaching ; for 
the improvement of which they are 
greatly incapacitated. 

It is hoped that none who read these 
lines will feel that they are intended to 
reflect on the general character of the 
churches, for, on the contrary, consider- 
ing the poverty and difficulties with 
which they have to struggle, the facts 
which have been developed by these 
letters, show that our brethren are 
worthy of the highest honour, for the 
fortitude with which they prosecute the 
work of their Lord. Under their mani- 
fold trials, they demand our sympathy, 
our prayers, and our help. These facts 
are therefore stated in the hope that some 
of your readers will favour the brethren 
with such hints as may guide their 
efforts, lighten their labour, and increase 
their success in securing the salvation 
of souls. 

I am, dear Sir, 
; Your's very sincerely, 
C. Srovez. 
4, South Street, Finsbury, 
London. 


The Society for the Relief of Acrp anp 
Inrinm Prorestant Dissentrinc Mt- 
nrstErs held its Annual Mecting at 
the King’s Head, Poultry, on Tuesday, 
29th of May; James Gmson, Esa, the 
Treasurer, in the Chair. 


From the Report it appears that, during 
the past year, Thirty-One Ministers,— 
whose names and the names of the per- 
sons recommending them, were read to 
the Meeting,—have been relieved by this 
Society. Weare apprehensive that this 
Society is not so generally known as its 
importance to our Churches and its 
claims on the liberality of the christian 
public deserve, Ithas been in operation 
14 years,and has rendered essential relief 
and comfort to a great number of Aged 
and Infirm Ministers, who haye ex- 
pressed their devout gratitude for its 
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existence. It was formed on the same 
basis, of the union of the three Denomi- 
nations of Protestant Dissenters, as the 
Widows’ Fund ; and its affairs have been 
transacted with the greatest harmony, 
and the Father of Mercies has crowned 
the Institution with his blessing. It 


" only requires more extensive union and 


co-operation to meet the increasing calls 
upon its funds. Nothing can be more 
animating to the labourerin the vineyard, 
than to know that, when he is unable 
longer to exert himself in the best of 
causes, some provision is made for his 
support in his declining years; and every 
Christian, and particularly every Protest- 
ant Dissenter, it is presumed, must feel 
a pleasure in contributing to the relief 
of those Aged and Infirm Ministers who 
have ‘‘ borne the heat and burden of the 
day,” and are by Divine Providence 
made dependant on the bounty of their 
fellow-christians, who have been encou- 
raged and benefited by their public 
labours. 


BAPTIST DENOMINATIONAL UNION 
MEETING. 


The usual Annual Meeting of the mi- 
nisters and friends who feel interested 
in the state of religion in the Denomi- 
nation, was held on Wednesday morning, 
June 19, at the new chapel in Park- 
street. The ministers assembled to take 
breakfast, furnished by the kind liber- 
ality of the church there, at seven 
o’clock, and precisely at eight the chair 
was taken by the Rey. Joun Rrepoy, 
D.D., the pastor of the church in whose 
place the assembly was convened. The 
meeting was opened with prayer by the 
Rev, Tuomas Suirtry, of Sevenoaks ; 
the Secretary, the Rev. J. Betcuer, of 
Chelsea, read the annexed -Report, and 
the following resolutions were unani- 
mously adopted, having been proposed 
and supported by the Rev. Messrs. 
Payne, of Ashford; Brawn, of Lough- 
ton; Edwards, of Watford; Tyso, of 
Wallingford ; Thompson, of Coseley ; 
Allom, of Great Missenden; Morris, of 
Portsea ; Clarke, of Bath; and Stovel, 
of London.— 

I. That the Report now read be re- 
ceived, and that the Editors of the Bap- 
tist Magazine be respectfully requested 
to print it in their next number; and 
that, while this meeting feels deeply in- 
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terested in the signs of the present 
times, it earnestly entreats the ministers 
and members of our churches to perform 
the duties, and to cherish the spint, 
which the peculiar circumstances of this 
period call for. 

Il. That, persuaded of the advantages 
arising from the knowledge of the state 
of the Denomination, this meeting affec- 
tionately requests the Secretaries of our 
country Associations and public Socie- 
ties to forward their circular letters, 
reports, and whatever other documents 
may assist in the preparation of the Re- 
port for 1834 ; and that such Report be 
drawn up by Mr. Belcher, under the 
direction of a committee, in connexion 
with the Baptist Board, consisting of 
the Rey. Dr. Cox, and the Rev. Messrs. 
Murch, Price, Stovel, and Thomas. 

Ill. That, cordially approving the 
suggestion contained in the Report, of 
cherishing the spirit of Christian union 
with our valued brethren in the United 
States of America, the Committee be 
requested to prepare an address to the 
Triennial Convention, and submit it for 
adoption at the next annual meeting. 

IV. That while this meeting, in the 
humble expectation of renewed mercies, 
resolves on holding the return of this An- 
niversary in the missionaryweek of 1834, 
it recommends that a contribution be en- 
tered into, to meet the unavoidable ex- 
penses connected with correspondence 
and the circulation of the Report. 


REPORT. 


Dear Brethren, 

The revolution of another year has 
brought us to this season of holy festi- 
vity and union, with which a kind Pro- 
vidence has favoured us. We cannot 
but hail these meetings, imperfect as they 
may be in character, and comparatively 
‘small in extent, as presenting, in a 
feeble degree, a foretaste of that blissful 
period when the servants of our adorable 
Lord shall meet together in his temple 
above; where, with strengthened intel- 
lect and purified hearts, they shall en- 

e for ever in his service. 

The months which have passed away 
since we last met on an occasion similar 
to the present, witnessed events of no 
ordinary character. The political and 
the moral world have alike been in mo- 
tion ; the principles of holiness and of 
sin ; the powers of heaven and of hell ; 
‘the efforts of Christianity and of perse- 
‘cution have each been in operation : the 
conflict is arduous, but the victory is 
notuncertain. Christ “ must INCREASE ;” 
and he shall go “ forth, conquering and 
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to conquer, till all his enemies be made 
his footstool.” 

In directing your attention especially 
to the portion of the vast vineyard as- 
signed to our Denomination by our great 
Lord, we see much to encourage us in 
the review of the work of Omnipotence, 
and much to humble us that we have not 
embraced and improved the opportuni- 
ties we have enjoyed to promote the 
divine glory, to so great an extent as 
we might have done. The principles of 
truth, however, are making way among 
us; our churches continue to increase, 
both in extent and number; we would 
fain indulge the hope that, on the whole, 
the spirit of piety advances; and we 
gratefully rejoice that, while the last 
enemy ascends the high places of the 
field, and cuts down the most eminent 
and lovely of our friends, others come 
forward to be “ baptized for the dead,” 
and to carry on the work they left in- 
complete. Devoutly and constantly may 
we pray that the Great Head of the 
church may revive and extend his cause 
in our midst. 

In directing your attention to a hasty 
sketch of the state of the Baptist Deno- 
mination in England, it has been thought 
desirable rather to pursue the plan of 
dividing the kingdom into districts, and 
to contemplate the various counties as 
connected in the judicial circuits, than 
to review them in alphabetical order. 
The plan now proposed will more fully 
place the respective neighbourhoods be- 
fore us, and lead us to an acquaintance 
with the spiritual character of whole 
districts.. We proceed, then, to sketch 
the affairs of our associated churches, 
lamenting our inability to say much of 
those who are not thus united. 

Pursuing the plan we have proposed, 
we are led first into Essex. The 
meeting of our associated brethren in 
that county was last year held at Dun- 
mow, They were called to lament the 
removal, by death, of the brethren, 
King, of Halstead, and Pudney, of 
Earl’s Colne; to whose memory they 
paid a tribute of affectionate respect. 
Our brethren there agreed on a series of 
rules, to give system and efficiency to 
their future efforts ; rejoiced together in 
their itinerant exertions, and published a 
circular letter on “The Nature of Christian 
Love.” We lament, however, to close 
this notice, by adding that the clear in- 
erease of members to their churches was 
no more than nine persons. 

Of Hertrorpsuire we regret having 
little to communicate. Our brethren 
there, as was mentioned in our last Re- 
port, have no association. We are 
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happy, however, to learn that several of 
its churches present a greatly improved 
aspect, : 

Our brethren in Kunr and Sussex 
held their meeting of last year at Cray- 
ford. Their letters were generally en- 
couraging, and the clear increase was 
larger than in any preceding year. The 
churches at Canterbury and Deal had 
settled with pastors; several gifted 
young men had been called to the mi- 
nistry; village preaching was becoming 
more general, and a stronger desire for 
a copious effusion of the Holy Spirit 
was beginning to be extensively felt. 
The associated brethren connected their 
Foreign Missionary Auxiliary Society 
with the association; made arrange- 
ments for the establishment of an inte- 
rest at Ramsgate, where a church was 
formed on the 29th ult., with very 
cheering prospects of success ; and pub- 
lished a circular letter on The advantages 
of Christian Fellowship. Their clear in- 
crease in twenty-five churches was 129. 

Our valued friends in this district 
haye a fund, devoted not merely to the 
support of village preaching, but more 
especially to the establishment of 
churches in populous neighbourhoods ; 
which has proved a great blessing. 
Their plan is for each church to contri- 
bute in the proportion of one shilling 
annually for every one of its members, 

We are not aware that Surrey calls 
for especial remark. Our brethren in 
that county are not combined in any 
association ; but we trust that, though 
in many places the soil is unpromising, 
they are not labouring in vain, 


(To be continued. ) 


BAPTIST HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

The Annual Meeting was held in 
Finsbury Chapel, on Tuesday evening, 
June 18th, The business commenced 
by singing and prayer; after which E. 
Foster, Esq: took the chair. The Re- 
port was read by the Secretary, from 
which it appeared that upwards of 100 
agents are employed by this Society, 
and that their labours have been greatly 
blessed during the last year. More than 
200 had been added to the little churches 
which haye been raised by home mis-: 
sionary efforts; and an equal number of 
candidates waiting for admission to the 
churches, and active in their exertions 
for the spread of the gospel. The Com- 
mittee have still to express their regret 
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that, for want of funds, they are unable 
to attend to many pressing cases that 
have been urged upon their attention ; 
still they are thankful that the income 


’ of last year has somewhat exceeded that 


of any preceding year. The usual Re- 
solutions were unanimously passed, and 
the meeting was addressed by the Rey. 
Dr. Cox; Messrs. Smith, of Mford; 
Green, of Thrapston; E. Carey; C. 
Stovel; R. G. Lemaire, of Norwich ; and 
Morris, of Portsea; Mr. Sheriff Peek ; 
J. Conder ; and the Chairman. 

There was the most numerous attend- 
ance that we have ever witnessed at 
the Annual Meeting of this Society. 
Upwards of £200 were received during 
the week; and, if we may judge from 
the cordiality and zeal that were mani- 
fested on this occasion, we hope there 
is a growing interest felt for the Home 
department of the great missionary field, 

The report concludes as follows : 


Is it a cause of grateful satisfaction 
that an educated and reading population 
are rising up in life? Who does not 
know that this powerful instrument may 
be abused as an occasion of destruction? 
—whilst the knowledge of the gospel 
alone proves mighty to sanctify and to 
save. Do we rejoice in the wholesome 
influence of an enlightened government, 
and areformed parliament? The greater 
reason why a people should be prepared, 
by religious instruction, to fear God, to 
honour the king, and respect all legiti-~ 
mate authority. Are we thankful that 
the yoke of slavery is broken in our 
colonies? And shall we not endeavour 
to remove the bonds of ignorance and 
vice in the mother country? Does the 
Christian church contemplate the spi- 
ritual conquest of the world in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of 
our God? And shall we not labour to 
subdue the part that lies nearest to us ? 

Do any ask what proof has been given 
that Home Missionaries are the most 
likely instruments of effecting this? 
We reply, ‘come and see,” | Consider 
the 200 seals to the ministry of your 
agents during the last. year—and these 
are not proselytes from one Christian 
church to another, but souls won to 
Christ from a rebellious world,---in 
whose moral history the effects of our 
success will spread over the whole ex- 
tent of an endless duration: look at 300 
congregations, chiefly collected from the 
ignorant and careless during the last 
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fifteen years: look at the 10,000 chil- 
dren who have been instructed in our 
Sunday-schools, who might otherwise 
have been wandering in forbidden paths ; 
and what Christian does not earnestl 
pray, ‘‘ Let thy work appear, O Lord, 
to thy servants, and thy glory to their 
children ; and let the beauty of the Lord 
our God be upon us, and establish thou 
the work of our hands!” And let all 
this be viewed in connexion with the 
cross of Him who loyed us and gave 
himself for us, And it may be hoped 
that we shall not part this night, without 
some solemn pledges being given that 
our future efforts shall bear a nearer 
proportion to our obligations than the 
past; remembering the words of the 
Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more 
blessed to give than to receive; and 
looking by faith to his cross, we lose the 
barden of our guilt, and exclaim : 

“* Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

That were a present far teo small: 

Love so amazing, so divine, 

* Demands my soul, my life, my all! 


MISSION TO MEMEL. 

During the last few months, some 
friends at Scarbro’ have commenced a 
mission at Memel, a port in Prussia; 
«chiefly for the benefit of the British 
sailors, visiting the port; and, should it 
become a permanent station, with a 
design of extending the influence of the 
gospel among the inhabitants of the 
country. The situation opens a field of 
intercourse with Prussia and the Polish 
provinces of Russia. 

It-may not be so generally known, that 
upwards of 500 sail of British ships 
visit the port, and yet there is not a 
place in which one of the crew can meet 
to worship God. Lately, indeed, a 
friend (the son of the late Rev. W. 
Hague, of Scarbro’) has become a resi- 
dent at Memel, and has opened his house 
for prayer, and his strong representations 
chave induced the friends at Searbro’ to 
commence the undertaking, 

The Rey, H. Anderson, of Bradford 
Academy, has been engaged to visit 
Memel, and sailed from Hull in April, 
in a vessel belonging to Messrs. Boudon, 
Gibson, and Co., who kindly gave him a 
passage. ; : 

A letter has since been received from 
Mr. A., informing us of his safe arrival 
at Memel, after encountering many dif- 
ficulties. “i : 

Should any friends be disposed to 
assist us in this interesting undertaking, 
they may forward their contributions to 
C. Hill, Esq., Treasurer, or to the Rev. 
G. B. Kidd, or Rev, B, Evans, Secre- 
tary, Scarbro’. 

B. E, 


329 
ASSOCIATIONS. 


MONMOUTHSHIRE. 

The above Association was held at 
Bethesda, May 28th and 29th, 1833, 
The ministers and messengers assembled 
at half-past ten the first day ; brother W, 
W. Phillips, Pontypool, read the scrip- 
tures and prayed, and brother J, Ed- 
munds was chosen moderator ; then the 
letters from the churches were read, 
from which it appeared that the cause 
of religion was in a more prosperous 
state than in the preceding year; al- 
though several of the churches com- 
plained of the want of more life and 
vigour in their religious exercises. 
Brother D. Jones has been ordained 
over the church at Ebenezer, Blaena- 
yon; and brother W. Miles (late of 
Bradford College) has been recognized 
pastor of the English church at New- 
port; brother R. Owen has relinquished 
his charge of the church at Horeb, 
Blaenavon, and has undertaken the pasto- 
rate of the church of Brinepool, North 
Wales. But though our minds were 
encouraged by the pleasing tidings given 
by several churches, yet, our feelings 
were greatly affected by the announce- 
ment of the decease of our beloved bre- 
thren, J. P. Davies, Tredegar, and J. 
Hier, Bethesda; who, in the last year, . 
finished their course and labours, in the 
church below, and were called (we have 
every reason to believe) to receive their 
rich reward in the church above, 

The circular letter, drawn up by bro- 
ther J. Edmunds, having being read, 
the conference adjourned till two o’clock, 
when, after deliberating and resolving on 
different things, relative to the cause of 
Christ in the associated churches, the 
brethren separated for a short time. 

At six in the evening—Met for public 
worship, when brother J. Evans, Caer- 
leon, read and prayed ; brethren W. 
Thomas, Blaenan Gwent, and F. Hiley, 
Llanwenarth, preached ; Josh. x. 12, 13. 
and Heb. v. 2. 

Wednesday morning at eight—A prayer-~ 
meeting was held, when brethren M. 
James, R. Williams, J. Jenkins, jun. and 
D. Phillips engaged in supplicating the 
divine blessing on our meeting. 

At tenin the forenoon—After prayer by 
brethren J. Michael, Sion Chapel, and 
T. Davies, Argoed, brother M. Thomas, 
Abergavenny, preached in English, and 
brother E. Oliver, Penycae, in Welsh ; 
Luke xviii. 30, and John iii. 18. 

At two in the afternoon—Brother B. 
Williams, Beulah, introduced the ser- 
vice by reading and prayer; brother G. 
Gibbs, London, preached in English; 
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and brother J. Roberts, Cowbridge, in 
Welsh; Psal, Ixviii, 18. and Rom. 
vili. 34. 


At six in the evening—Brother J. Ed- 
wards, Nantyglo, prayed; brethren E. 


Jones, Penygarn, and D. Rees, Dowlais, _ 


preached ; John vi. 44. Rom. vii. 
35, And the Association was closed in 
rayer. 
sical The changes. 
Baptizedoadaneaisc-Gl- aoe 
Restored .... ..- oe Sunrises 139 
Received by Letters...... 13 


—— 


477 
EixcludGdgs ca sve sinhiate «opel 
Dismissed by Letters .... 37 
Died. .ctnagietls.« Asn aeare sao 
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Increase .e-ereeeeeeeees +229 
The number of churches in this Asso- 
ciation 1s thirty-one. . 


ee 


KENT AND SUSSEX. 
. 


The fifty-fourth Anniversary of this 
Association, comprising twenty-seven 
churches, was held at Canterbury, June 
4th and 5th. Sermons were preached 
by the brethren Savory, of Brighton 
(1 Tim.i.15) ; Lewis, of Chatham (Isa. 
Ixii. 1); and D. W. Williams, late of 
Leicester, now supplying at Ramsgate 
(Psal. cxi. 10). The devotional services 
were conducted by brethren Matthews, 
Groser, Blakeman, Briscoe, Shirley, 
and T.Cramp. The Annual Meeting of 
the Kent Auxiliary Baptist Missionary 
Society was held on the evening of the 
second day, pursuant to an arrangement 
made last year, Itisconfidently hoped 
that the connexion of the association 
with the auxiliary will prove a mutual 
benefit. . Mr. Philippo, Missionary from 
Jamaica, was present; his communica- 
tions added greatly to the interest of the 
meeting, 

At a meeting of the ministers and 
messengers, it was unanimously resolyed, 
“That it be recommended to the churches 
connected with this association, to 
send congregational petitions to both 
Houses of Parliament, praying for relief 
from the grievances under which dissen- 
ters still labour: more particularly, the 
want of a legal registration of the births 
‘and deaths of dissenters—the alleged 
liability of their places of worship to 
poor-rates—the exaction of church-rates 
and other ecclesiastical dues—the denial 
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to dissenters of the right of burial, by 
their own ministers, in the parochial 
burying grounds ;—and the compulsory 
conformity to the rites and ceremonies 


. enjoined by the book of common prayer 


for the celebration of matrimony.” 

State of the churches :—Baptized 184; 
received by letter 21; restored 6; dis- 
missed 83 (of this number 44 were 
dismissed from Eynsford, to form a new 
church at Mepham); excluded 33; dead 
42 ; clear increase 53. 

James Payne, Moderator. 
J. M. Cramp, Secretary. 


NORTH AND EAST RIDING, YORKSHIRE. 


This Association was held at Hull 
and Hedon, on the Tuesday and Wed- 
nesday in Whitsun week. 

Tuesday afternoon the messengers at- 
tended to the business of the Itinerant 
Society: and in the evening brother 
Marston preached from Phil. ii. 15, 16. 

Wednesday morning, at Hedon, bro- 
ther Rowse prayed, and brother Harness 
was chosen moderator. The letters from 
the churches were then read, and at the 
same time brother Daniel read the cir- 
cular letter on Christian Activity, &c., 
which was ordered to be printed. It 
was then agreed to hold the next asso- 
ciation at Kilham, when _ brothers 
Johnston and Daniel were appointed to 
preach, and, in case of failure,-brother 
Marston. The next circular letter to 
be on the importance of home exertions, 
and brother Marston to draw it up. 

Afternoon, brother Johnstone prayed, 
and brother Evans preached from Mark 
v. 19, on the obligations to extend the 
gospel at home: after which the rules 
for the Ministers’ Widows’ Fund, pre- 
pared by brother Evans, were adopted. 

Evening, a public meeting was held 
on behalf of the Itinerant Society, Mr. 
Greenwood in the chair; when Messrs. 
Mc Pherson, Harness, Nicholson, 
Johnstone, Marston, Smith (Indepen- 
dent), Daniel, Hithersay, and Evans. 
Brother Harper, minister of the place, 
closed in prayer. 

State of the nine churches in the 
association during the yearis as follows : 
RPS cris ncale Reet ee LU 
[Letiven, ds 5,4 cid ewe, sevaenetbre Sal 
Restorediakiagenins soe. gees 
Death vn <n eS re 
Aismiased: . oe2isen's sacs sore: 
Excluded..... Nicos yee s See dl 


62. 


Clear Increase--......30 
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CASE OF MRS, RENWICK, OF MONTEGO BAY. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 
Sir, 
_ You will much oblige me, by giving 
insertion to the following paragraph : 
At the Annual Meeting of the Baptist. 
Missionary Society, held at Worcester, 
the heroic conduct of Mrs. Renwick, of 
Montego Bay, Jamaica, in protecting the 
life of my brother missionary, Mr. Bur- 
chell, was alluded to by my respected 
friend, the Rev. E. Carey, and allusion 
was made to the infamous proceedings of 
the Montego Bay magistrates, in fining 
her twenty pounds for permitting a mis- 
sionary to pray in her house. A proposal 
was then made to raise the sum as a tes- 
timony of the respect in which she was 
held by the persons assembled, I have 
received the following sums, which I 
have deposited in the hands of our se- 
cretary. : 
Collected at Worcester ....13 8 9 
3 at Tewksbury .... 3 7 6 
Haying no doubt but that the whole 
sum will be raised, I shall write by the 
next packet to Jamaica, informing Mrs. 
R. of the circumstance ; and shall com- 
municate to the friends, who have so 
nobly exerted themselves: to relieve the 
oppressed, the answer I receive. 
Wirriiam Knrss, 


London, June 26, 1833. Bap. Miss. 


THE NEW SELECTION HYMN BOOK, 


On Friday morning last, a meeting of 
the Trustees of this Hymn Book was 
held at Devonshire-square Meeting- 
house, when upwards of One Hundred 
Pounds was voted to be distributed to 
those Widows of Ministers who may be 
deemed proper objects of the bounty. 
This selection, which has been made with 
great care and taste, is in principal use 
among the Baptist denomination ; but it 
commends itself to general adoption, as, 
with some few exceptions, it is suited 
to Christians of every denomination, It 
was stated that the whole of the profits 
arising fromits sale are distributed among 
the Widows of Ministers, and that since 
its introduction to the public, about five 
years since, nearl 4001. has been re- 
alized, by the suitable distribution of 
which sum, from time to time, the hearts 
of many widows have been greatly 
cheered. 


NOTICES. 
MEETING OF MINISTERS AND FRIENDS AT 
COTTON STREET CHAPEL, POPLAR. 
We beg leave to invite special atten- 
tion to this meeting, which is to take 
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place in the Vestry of the above place 
of worship, on Tuesday, the 2nd., inst., 
at five o’clock, p.m. It is devoutly to 
be wished that the exertions which have 
been made, are now making, and will 
then be made, may completely relieve 
the esteemed pastor, and his spiritual 
charge, from that pecuniary burden 
which hassolong exercised a depressing 
influence on their comfort, and their 
energies. 


Essex Street, 
June 26th, 1833. 


It having been asserted, in various 
parts of the kingdom, that I have writ- 
ten, petitioning the Serampore Missionaries 
to be received into their establishment and 
connexion, I beg leave to declare that 
the rumour has been propagated without 
the shadow of truth to sustain it. Not 
being apprised of the design for which 
it may have been created, I at present 
content myself with this simple and un- 
equivocal disavowal. 

Evsracz Carey. 


RECENT DEATHS, 


On Friday, May 30, the Rey. W. J. 
Early, pastor of the Baptist Church 
at Newport Pagnel, Buckinghamshire, 
finished his earthly labours, and entered 
into rest in the thirty-third year ofhisage, 
after a long illness; which was borne 
with much resignation to the will of 
Him, who reigns and rules in the world 
aud in his church, with wisdom, mercy, 
and grace. He was a warm dnd zealous 
preacher of the gospel, and laboured 
much to extend the knowledge of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom in the villages 
around Newport : Many who now lament 
his loss, will bless the God of all grace, 
through eternity, for raising him up as 
the instrument in their salvation. His 
remains were removed to the Indepen- 
dent meeting-house by members of his 
church ; the pall borne by six students 
of the Newport Academy, and followed 
by a numerous train of mourners and 
friends. “he funeral service was per- 
formed by the Rev. J. P. Bull, who 
preached from 1 Tim i. 15. This scrip- 
ture being the last the deceased had 
preached from, he requested it might be 
taken for the improvement of his death. 


The Bristol Education Society has 
lately sustained a very severe loss in 
the death of the classical tutor, the 
Rey. W. Anderson, This melancholy 
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event took place on Tuesday, the 11th 
June, one of the days appointed for the 
‘usual annual examination of the stu- 
dents. 

Mr. A. had been for several weeks in 
a state of considerable debility ; but no 
danger was apprehended till within a 
few days of his decease. His mind was 
in a very calm state, and in his last 
hours he was favoured with almost an 
entire exemption from bodily suffering. 
He was interred on Wednesday, the 
19th, at the back of Broadmead chapel, 
near the remains of Dr. Ryland and Mr. 
Hall. The Rev. T. Roberts and Rev. 
T. Winter officiated on the occasion. 
On the following Sabbath, the event 
was improved in a discourse at Broad- 
mead, on 1 Thess. iv. 17, 18, by the 
Rev. Hugh Russell, of Broughton. A 
widow and two children remain to la- 
ment his loss. As Mr. A. had only 
reached the 49th year of his age, his 
friends had anticipated a long continu- 
ance of those valuable labours, in his 
department of tuition, for which his 
mental endowments and literary ac- 
quirements so eminently fitted him. 
But they bow in humble submission to 


His will who doeth all things well; ear- | 


nestly praying, that He who enabled 
the deceased to fulfil most assiduously 
and faithfully the duties of his impor- 
tant station, will, in his own good time, 
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heal the breach which this affecting oc- 
currence bas occasioned. 

The death of Mr. Anderson was pre- 
ceded by a period of unusual sickness in 
the Academy. Two of the students, 
Mr. Andrew Hall, from Scotland, who 
came to Bristol in September, 1831, and 
Mr. Richard Hatch, who came at Christ- 
mas last, were removed to their eternal 
home, the cne on the 11th of May, the 
other on the 31st of the same month. 
They were both excellent young men 
and diligent students. Their piety and 
talents were such as afforded a promise 
of great future usefulness. Mr. Hall 
was not in vigorous health at the time 
of his entering the house; and, after 
being repeatedly unwell, died in a deep 
consumption. Mr. Hatch caught the 
small-pox, and this was followed by an 
attack of the influenza. It appeared, 
however, afterwards, that his lungs were 
ina diseased state. 


On Lord’s day morning, June 16, died 
the Rev. Benjamin Hodgkins, in the 
fifty-eighth year of his age, the affec- 
tionate pastor of the Baptist church 
and congregation, at Soham, Cambridge- 
shire. He bore his affliction, which 
continued about fourteen weeks, with 
truly Christian resignation, and died 
rejoicing in the hope of a bright and 
glorious immortality. 


Deatu or tHe Rev. Witiram Srenstonr.—We stop the press to announce the 
decease of this respected minister of the gospel, which took place at his house in 


Bedford-square, East, on the 27th of June, in the 62nd year of his age. 


He had 


been the pastor of the Baptist church in Alie-street upwards of thirty-five years. 


DISTRIBUTION OF PROFITS. 


The following sums, from the profits of this work, were voted to the widows 
whose initials follow, at the meeting of proprietors, on the 21st ult. 


NAME, 
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TRISH CHRONICLE. 


JULY, 1833. 


Tur sacred pleasures connected with the recent Annual Meeting of the 
Baptist Irish Socrery demand renewed and enlarged expressions of devout 
thankfulness. Instead, however, of enumerating here those occasions of 
gratitude which will readily occur to the recollection of the friends who were 
present, it must suffice to refer, first, to the merciful preservation and unexpected 
appearance of our esteemed brother, Mr. Stephen Davis, who, after an absence of 
more than twelve months, occupied in advocating the claims of the Society, on the 
continent of America, among Christians of every denomination, by whom he was 
every where most cordially received and generously patronized, arrived, in mer- 
cifal health, in London, on the 20th ultimo: and, secondly, to the abstract of the 


Report and Speeches as given in the present number of the Chronicle. 


The Nineteenth Annual Meeting of { 
this Society tock place, after a public 
breakfast, on Friday morning, at the 
City of London Tavern. W.B. Gurney, 
Esq., in the chair. 

The meeting having been opened with 
singing and prayer, 

The Rey. G. Prirciarp proceeded to 
read the Report, an abstract of which 
is as follows :— 

It cannot be unknown that, in 
attempting to effect a gradual move- 
ment upon the affecting mass of moral 
ignorance 7 and religious superstition 
by which the sister country has been so 
long and so awfully oppressed, the 
Society, from the commencement of 
its exertions, has endeavoured to accom- 
plish its beneficent purpose, by directing 
its agency to bear principally upon the 
education of the children in the prin- 
ciples of revelation, instructing their 
parents in the knowledge of evangelical 
truth, by reading to them, at every 
opportunity, its inspired’ statements, 
and such frequent and public minis- 
trations of the word and ordinances, as 
may be coincident with the providence 
and the grace of God. 

The early difficulties with which the 
society had to contend, in the esta- 
blishment of schools, were numerous 
and formidable; but they are now ad- 
verted to chiefly for the purpose of con- 
templating, with adoring thankfulness, 
that gracious interposition, by which 
they have not only been so triumphantly 
surmounted, but have even been subor- 
dinated to bring into vigorous exercise 
those energies of mind and excellen- 
cies of character, which have tended, 
in no small degree, to elevate the repu- 
tation of the Society, and to secure a 


desirable measure of public confidence 
for its agents. 
When it is recollected that the system 
of instruction pursued is purely scrip- 
tural, that more than 10,000 children 
are daily sitting in these schools, beside 
the sacred streams which flow un- 
mingled from the perennial spring, that 
not less than 700 adults are retiring in 
the evening, to forget, in the knowledge 
they receive from the living oracles, 
their daily toils, that many who have 
been taught, are filling stations of use- 
fulness, several are living in the enjoy- 
ment of church fellowship, some have 
entered the Christian ministry, and 
others have departed this world in the 
faith and peace of the gospel,—ought 
it not to be devoutly and gratefully said, 
“This is the Lord’s doing, and it is 
marvellous in our eyes.” 
During the past year, the fifty readers 
of the Scriptures in the Irish language 
have been diligently and extensively 
occupied in exhibiting to their fellow- 
countrymen, in their own “ tongue, the 
wonderful works of God.” The com- 
mittee cannot contemplate, but with the 
sincerest gratitude, and the most cheer- 
| ing hope, this important feature of the 
Society’s operations. They have been 
particularly impressed, by observing 
the earnest piety which some of these 
persons appear to discover, the correct- 
ness and force with which they fre- 
quently reply to various arguments and 
objections, resorted to by the opponents 
of diyine truth; and the pleasing and 
satisfactory results which, in many indu- 
bitable instances, have already occurred. 

The following passage from one of 
the reader’s journals, it is presumed, 
will be highly acceptable to this meeting, 
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as affording no inconsiderable evidence 
of the genuine, not to say eminent, 
piety of the writer. In a letter dated 
-6th of January, of the present year, 
A. B. says, ‘I commenced the new 
year, as reader, this Sabbath, by im- 
ploring the God of all grace and mercy 
to grant me (one of his unworthy crea- 
tures) a fresh supply of that Spirit, 
without which I must be a cold, lifeless 
clod, unprofitable, and a mere cumberer 
of the ground. I also supplicated a 
blessing to attend my feeble attempts 
in reading the word of life to my fellow 
men; and, in doing so, I leave the 
result to Him who has said, ‘My word 
shall not return unto me void, but shall 
accomplish that whereunto it is sent.’ ” 

In a letter dated ‘‘ Sligo prison, Feb. 
2nd,” the writer says, ‘(1 asked a pri- 
soner, named Pat Bradly,if he knew 
the Scripture meaning of repentance ? 
he said he understood it to be a sorrow 
for sin, I then asked him, was it not 
possible to be sorry for sin and have no 
change made by it? He said, thatis true. 
[ then told him the meaning of it was a 
change of heart and mind, which was not 
effected by man’s self, but by the power 
of God's Spirit.” In a subsequent letter 
from the same place, he writes, ‘‘ When 
explaining to'them upon one occasion, 
what faith was, a man, named M‘Hugh, 
said, now we are agreed, except on one 
point. Understanding that point to be 
good works, I referred him to the third 
chapter of Romans, to show him it was 
by faith we are justified, without the 
deeds of the law; and told him that 
good works, which could not benefit God 
but were useful to men, were ‘the result 
of faith.” 

«« Another instance,” says one of the 
readers, ‘‘ of the power of divine grace 
took place in aman of the name of W. 
A., a pensioner of £20 per year, who, 
for several years past, never saw one 
shilling that he could have called his 
own, but he would have spent in spirit- 
drinking ; but it pleased the Lord, in 
great mercy, to puta tract into his hands, 
which was published by the Society, 
against drunkenness; and, through the 
instrumentality of reading this tract, 
he was so powerfully convinced of the 
sinfulness of his state, that the Lord 
enabled him to give up drinking : so for 
three months past he has not so much 
as drank one glass of spirits, A few 
nights ago, he came to me in the meet- 
ing-house, and gave me_ three-pence 
to buy candles; and he attends regularly 
every night. To Him who calleth out 
of darkness into his marvellous light 
be the praise, now and for ever.” 
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In short, the spirit and manner in 
which the Scripture readers discharge 
the duties with which they are entrusted. 
may be ascertained by those parts of 
their monthly and quarterly journals, 
which, from time to time, appear in the 
Trish Chronicle. It is obvious, that as 
their number is considerable, so their 
stations, their opportunities, and their 
talents must be various; but, regarded 
collectively, they constitute an impres- 
sive phalanx, whose efforts, in the 
defence of truth and the demolition of 
error, under the guidance and blessing 
of the Holy Spirit of God, may be at- 
tended with the happiest effects. 

In commencing their report on the 
labours of those of the Society’s agents, 
whose office, as ministers of the gospel, 
is more especially of divine appoint- 
ment, the committee perform a mournful 
duty in referring to the afflictive dis- 
pensation of providence, by which the 
Baptist Irish Society was so unexpect- 
edly deprived of one of its earliest, 
most active, and useful coadjutors, the 
Rev. Josiah Wilson, who was suddenly 
taken to his reward by that distressing 
malady (the cholera), which was com- 
missioned to summon such multitudes 
of the human family into the immediate 
presence of him who is the ‘‘ Judge of 
all the earth.” 

In a letter addressed to a clergyman 
by the Archbishop of Tuam, his grace 
writes, concerning Mr. Wilson, thus: ‘I 
sincerely mourned over the death of that 
valuable and godly man, Mr. Wilson. 
I must ever remember him with rever- 
ence and respect. And, during his 
agency under the Society, I most heart- 
ily encouraged the co-operation of the 
clergy of the Established Church with 
the Society, in the good work of moral 
and religious education. And I have 
the satisfaction of hearing that all went 
on in Christian brotherly barmony, 
having a single eye to the glory of God, 
the exaltation of the Saviour, and the 
promotion of his kingdom upon the 
earth,” 

It will be revollected that, early in 
the spring of last year, the Rey. Ste- 
phen Davis, of Clonmel, crossed the 
Atlantic, to solicit our American breth- 
ren on behalf of Ireland. He hag con- 
tinued his visit through a much longer 
period, and extended it over a wider 
range of country, than was originally 
contemplated. This, however, has been 
occasioned principally by the cordial 
reception which he has every where 
experienced, and the Christian attention 
which has been universally paid to the 
object of his mission, His remittances 
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to the Treasurer, during his absence, 
have amounted to £900; and in his 
last communication, dated New York, 
15th April, 1833, he states his expec- 
tation of still further assistance. 

When the Committee consider with 
what promptitude their esteemed friend 
engaged in this arduous enterprise, and 
at what an expense of domestic priva- 
tion it must have been performed, they 
cannot resist the conviction that he is 
justly entitled to participate in the 
kindest sympathies and the most grateful 
acknowledgments of all who are anxious 
that the sister country should rise to moral 
greatness and spiritual prosperity. Nor 
can the Committee permit so favourable 
au opportunity to escape of recording, 
in the name and on the behalf of the 
Society, their deep and grateful sense 
of the affectionate interest and Christian 
benevolence which their American 
brethren and friends have discovered, in 
relation to that ‘‘ work of faith and 
labour of love,’ which it is the object 
of this respectable meeting to patronize 
and support: and they cannot but 
indulge the earnest hope that a more 
frequent interchange of personal visits 
and substantial kindness between the 
two countries, will annihilate every 
remaining feeling of national jealousy, 
and draw into perfect and indissoluble 
union those who ought ever to be one. 

The labour of the Rey. William 
Thomas, of Limerick, owing to the ex- 
tent of the district which he superin- 
tends, is very considerable. Through 
the divine favour, however, he continues 
to perform it with his accustomed 
cheerfulness, zeal, and fortitude. 

The Rev. Isaac Mc Carthy is perse- 
vering with exemplary devotedness in 
his appointed sphere of exertion. 

By the removal of the late Mr, Wil- 
son, the superintendence of the Sligo 
district, in connexion with that of Bal- 
lina, has been referred, pro tempore, to 
the direction of the Rev. James Allen ; 
whose zeal and labours, during the past 
year, have been abundant, and attended 
with many encouraging instances of suc- 
cess. 

It will be proper here to recollect, 
that the numerous and important exer- 
tions of Mr. Allen are considerably 
assisted by Messrs. Berry and Mullarky, 
who are under his direction, and whose 
services, in the Christian ministry, it is 
satisfactory to be informed, are be- 
coming increasingly acceptable and use- 
ful. In addition to these, the Com- 
mittee have the pleasure to report, that 
a young man of considerable promise, 


whose name is John Bates, having been | 
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| encouraged by the Church assembling 
in Eagle Street, London, to devote him- 
self to the preaching of the gospel, he 
was, on the 7th of last February, pub- 
licly set apart, at Keppel Street, to the 
work of an Itinerant Minister in Ire- 
land; and has been placed, for a time, 
under the care of Mr. Allen. 

Some reference may be expected to 
the affecting case of Eliza Cain, whose 
artless tale of woe, published in the 
Feb. Chronicle, excited so much effective 
sympathy. On this interesting subject, 
Mr.Allen states, ‘“‘Elizais,inashort time, 
to be articled to the dress-making busi- 
ness, with a respectable lady in this 
town. The eldest brother, who, at first, 
intended to have gone to America, has 
now consented to be apprenticed to a 
trade, and we are only waiting to pro- 
cure a suitable master. The younger 
brother is already apprenticed to a 
cabinet-maker in this town, and has a 
master in every way to our wish. The 
two younger sisters are to come to 
live with Eliza in this town, as soon as 
ever we are able to get her articled. 
In this way they will all be under our 
immediate eye ; and, should they be 
attentive, as I trust they will, to their 
respective businesses, they may become 
both useful and respectable members of 
society.” Mr. Allen then proceeds to 
give a minute statement of the actual 
and prospective expense of this arrange- 
ment, in which it is evident that the 
strictest attention is paid to economy ; 
and, in conclusion, observes, ‘“‘I hope 
this statement may prove satisfactory to 
such friends as have subscribed: of 
course, receipts will be forwarded of 
every item expended, both for our own 
security, and for the satisfaction of our 
English friends.” * 

At the last annual meeting, Mr. 
Stephen Ryan was announced as added 
to the number of Itinerant Ministers. 
His place of residence is Mount Shan- 
non, in the county of Limerick; but his 
pious efforts are widely diffused. He 
appears, during the past year, to have 
applied himself to the discharge of the 
various duties attached to his sphere of 
labour with great diligence, and not 
without some cheering indications of 
success. 

The Committee are thankful to report, 
that the health and zeal of their vene- 
rable agent at Dublin, the Rev. John 
West, are mercifully continued, and 
that they are still devoted to that im- 
portant department of the Society’s 


* The assistance afforded in this case was de- 
rived from contributions quite distinct from 
the funds of the Society. 
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service, in which, for so many years, 
they have been faithfully and beneficially 
employed. ; 

There remain yet two points, to which 
the Committee feel it to be their duty 
to advert, before their annual statement 
is brought to aclose. The first relates 
to the present depressed state of the 
Society’s funds, It appears that, on 
striking the balance last year, the 
Treasurer was found to be £400 in 
advance ; which, in connexion with the 
considerably diminished supplies of the 
current year, leaves a deficiency of not 
less than £1200. To effect a more de- 
sirable state of finance, an urgent appeal 
has been made through the medium of 
the Chronicle, and an extra subscription 
announced ; but, although the Com- 
mittee deem it incumbent gratefully to 
acknowledge the degree of attention this 
effort has received, they regret to add, 
that hitherto it has not been so pro- 
ductive as their anxious concern for the 
prosperity of the Society impels them 
earnestly to desire. When the fields 
are white unto the harvest,—when the 
ery, “Come over and help us,” is 
waxing lcuder,—when the necessity of 
complyirg with the solicitation is be- 
coming daily more obyious,—and when 
adapted agents are seeking to enter 
upon the service, to be compelled, not 
only to resist such importunity, but to 
abridge the actual operations of the 
Society, has been too painful for your 
Committee, up to this moment, seriously 
to comtemplate. Yet, with whatever 
sacrifice of feeling, unless, by prompt 
and. liberal communications, the ad- 
vances of the. Treasurer be reimbursed, 
justice will demand that a very con- 
siderable reduction of the annual ex- 
penditure should speedily take place, 
{s it too much to hope, that on the pre- 
sent-occasion a spirit of expansive bene- 
volence will be excited, commensurate 
with the pecuniary embarrassment of 
the Society, and that, instead of an inti- 
mation to retreat, the animating sound, 
which, at some former anniversaries, 
has reverberated within these walls, 
may this day be heard again, ‘*Go on, 

o on!” 

The other circumstance, to which the 
Committee cannot refer but with regret 
and solicitude, is the lamented indispo- 
sition of the highly esteemed Secretary 
of the Society, the Rev, Joseph Ivimey, 
which, though partially removed, conti- 
nues to an extent which will neither 
permit him to be present at this meeting, 
nor to occupy himself in those important 
and delightful duties, to which so many 
years of his valuable life liaye been de- 
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voted. It is confidently believed that 
more than this need not be stated, to 
secure such an exercise of Christian 
sympathy as the cause of his absence 
suggests, and to induce united supplica- 
tion to the Father of mercies, that, if it 
be his will, his honoured servant may 
yet long remain, to testify the gospel of 
his grace, to seek the interest of his 
church, and, with renewed vigour, to 
advocate the claims of the sister 
country, In retiring from their office, 
the duties of which they have endea- 
voured faithfully, however imperfectly, 
to fulfil, the Committee would now de- 
voutly commend {the concerns of the 
Society into His hands, in whose divine 
benevolence they believe it to have 
originated, most entirely convinced, that 
whatever vicissitudes it may be destined 
to experience, to the whole extent to 
which it is His cause it shall finally 
prosper; and, at the same time, in- 
tensely desiring that the period may 
not be remote, in which Ireland shall 
emphatically and universally participate 
in the blessedness described by the 
prophet :—*‘ Violence shail no more be 
heard in thy land, wasting nor destruc- 
tion within thy borders ; but thou shalt 
call thy walls salvation, and thy gates 
praise. The sun shall be no more thy 
light by day, neither for brightness shall 
the moon give light unte thee; but the 
Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting 
light, and thy God thy glory. Thy sun 
shall no more go down, neither shall thy 
moon withdraw itself; for the Lord shall 
be thine everlasting light, and the days 
of thy mourning shall be ended,” 

After the Report was read, the Rey, 
T. Green, of Thrapston, moved, 

That this Meeting, being desirous of devoutly 
acknowledging that gracious Providence, by 
which the Baptist Irish Society, during a period 
of nineteen years, has been enabled to pursue 
its benevolent course, would recommend that 
the Report now read, which contains a further 
record of the divine superintendence, be 
adopted and circulated at the discretion of the 
Committee. 

The various items of intelligence con- 
tained in which had, he had no doubt, 
excited lively gratitude as well as deep 
emotion, They were reminded, that 
amidst all the vicissitudes the Society 
had experienced, there were great prin- 
ciples to which it became them always 
to refer ; namely, the object of their un- 
dertaking, the motives by which they 


‘ should be influenced, and the means by 
h 


which they should aim to accomplis 
their ends, 

J, Payne, Esq., barrister, seconded 
the motion, When he looked round 
and saw so many ministers of the ges- 


Trish Chronicle. 


pel, so many venerable and apostolic 
men, he felt doubts as to the propriety 
of his coming forward. He recollected 
the anecdote of a good man who once 
saw difficulties before and behind him, 
and said, ‘‘ Who shall pass through all 
these?” and a voice said, ‘“ Humility 
shall pass through them all.” In a 
spirit of humility he wished to pass 
through his present difficulties. His 
chief instruments were, a willing mind 
and an anxious desire to benefit the So- 
ciety. He congratulated the meeting on 
having such a chairman. He might 
have said, ‘* Lhave often taken the chair, 
why do you ask me again?” But he 
had not done so; he was ready at all 
times for every good word and work, 
like him of old, of whom it was said, 
“‘He reckoned not the past, while aught re- 
mained, 
Great to be done, or good to be obtained.” 


The Secretary had placed all the 
speakers in a most embarrassing situa- 
tion by the excellence of his Report; it 
was like bringing forward the best wine 
first. Allusion had been made to the 
distressed state of Ireland. It had often 
been said, ‘* What have all your efforts 
availed? See how extensively crime and 
misery prevail!”” But he would say, if 
there was so much crime and misery 
with education, what would there be 
without it! Besides, the Society had 
but commenced its operations ; let those 
operations proceed, and success would 
surely attend them. The Report spoke 
of much having been done already, and 
he doubted not, but they were willing 
to ascribe the praise to Him to whom all 
was due. He was happy to see so many 
present at that early hour of the morn- 
ing. It bad been said by a poet of 
Treland, 


“The best of all ways 
To lengthen our days, 
Ts to steal a few hours from night.” 


But much depended upon which end of 
the night they stole those hours from. 
If they took them from the commence- 
ment, and consumed the midnight lamp, 
they might do themselves harm. But 
if they stole those hours from the first 
part of the day, they might promote 
health and lengthen life; and, at the 
same time, adopt measures by which 
they might obtain life for evermore. He 
wished all possible good to result from 
the measures proposed by Government ; 
but the chief benefit must result from the 
circulation of the gospel. In the beau- 
tiful and expressive language of Mont- 
gomery, he would say, 
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« Erin, thy silent tear shall never cease ; 
Evin, thy languid smile shall ne’er increase, 
Till in the gospel’s light, 
Their varied hues unite, 
And form, like rainbow bright,’ 
One arch of peace.” 

The Rev. C. Srover moved,— 

That it is most earnestly hoped, by the ef- 
fective sympathy and generous aid of the 
friends and supporters of this Society, the pe- 
euniary burden, by which it is now oppressed, 
will be speedily removed ; and that thus the 
painful duty of diminishing its agency, and 
contracting its operations, may be rendered en- 
tirely unnecessary. 


He adverted, first, to the lamented in- 
disposition of the Secretary, the Rev. J. 
Ivimey, to whose character and labours 
he could not refer without the most 
lively interest, recollecting the simpli- 
city and Christian zeal with which he 
had conducted the concerns of the So- 
ciety. He could not but lament, that 
they were called to witness the weak- 
ness and mortality of which that indi- 
vidual was the subject, while, at the 
same time, he was reminded so strongly 
of their own. He trusted, first, that the 
event would be connected with great 
moral improvement; and, next, that 
Providence would not refuse to grant 
them the blessing they asked,—that 
he might be restored to health for the 
prosperous conduct of matters of such 
high importance as those which were 
contemplated by the Society. Another 
point was, the loss sustained in the death 
of the Rey. J. Wilson, which he felt to 
be a personal loss, inasmuch as that last 
year they met together to unite in an 
object of usefulness, and Mr. W. was 
engaged in gathering facts which might 
be of essential service in promoting that 
object throughout Fngland and Ireland. 
This was another of those instances in 
which our purposes are stopped by the 
veto of the Almighty. That honoured 
servant had gone to his reward, but he 
had left a sphere of labour endeared by 
many prayers and tears, on his part, and, 
he trusted, endeared also to that assem- 
bly by a strong attachment that should 
never cease in their breasts so long as 
they were enabled to feel, as Christians, 
the value of immortal souls, and cherish 
those noble and patriotic feelings for 
which he hoped, as Britons, they would 
ever be distinguished. Ireland was 
part of our own land, and her miseries 
were chiefly to be charged upon En- 
gland ; our mistakes and faults should be 
brought to our recollection, in order to 
excite our penitence, and produce a 
practical effect upon our future conduct. 
What part of the authentic history of 
that country, since it had been connected 
with this, was there that did not. serve 
to give intense bitterness to all that is 
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past; and what period was there in 
which Ireland had not received some in- 
jury from this country, and in which 
she had not bled under some act of in- 
justice? There was hardly one point 
of legislation which was not nullified by 
intricacy, or perhaps accompanied with 
some daring act of violation and injus- 
tice betwixt man and man. However 
its commercial welfare might be advanced 
by legislation, the eternal interests of 
its population could alone be promoted 
by such efforts as those made by this So- 
ciety. If this, then, were the case, he 
thought the assembly would feel the im- 
portance of the resolution, and that it 
would not, for a moment, entertain the 
idea of diminishing the agency of the 
Society. Ifit did, America might begin 
to think, while we were calling for the 
liberation of slaves in the West, we 
were indifferent tc one morally degraded 
and enslaved population at home. He 
concluded by calling upon them, since 
they had freely received, freely to 
give. 

Mr. G. W. Carr seconded the mo- 
tion. He observed, that the mer- 
chandise of souls in Ireland had been 
made a job of by England, and all the 
jobbers would sooner or later have to 
repent of their handy work, The system 
of tithes plainly told the people of Ire- 
land, we touch not you but yours. Per- 
sons who did not understand the lan- 
guage were sent over from England to 
instruct the people! Though it was 
made a felony to say mass in Ireland at 
one time, mass was said, and the people 
were found thronging to the spot, for 
persecution made men obstinate. He 
referred to the history of Bishop 
Beadoch, who was accustomed to meet 
Jesuits, Friars, and Priests at his own 
house, to read and open the Scriptures 
with them, for the sole purpose of infor- 
mation ; a practice that produced more 
conversions and good effects than any 
legislative enactments. His heart had 
been cheered at hearing the Scripture 
readers imparting the contents of the 
gospel to his countrymen, Notwith- 
standing the darkness and superstition 
which prevailed, there was, however, a 
great attachment to some of the essen- 
tials of Christianity, and he did hope, 
there were even many called Roman 
Catholics who knew nothing but Jesus 
Christ and him crucified. 
time, there were others not Roman 
Catholics who were the reverse in 
faith. There were some wells to which 
a pilgrimage was extensively under- 
taken, and the grounds were occupied 
by encampments of deluded people, and 
the owner of this establishment was a 


At the same, 
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Presbyterian, who drew a large revenue 
from the delusion of his fellow-country- 
men. There was a time when three 
priests would be present here to perform 
mass, but now the people would confess 
that priests desired them not to go there. 
The proprietor of the wells was a Pres- 
byterian, it was true, but he was a 
Socinian, and he was happy to say that 
the Socinians were a decreasing party in 
Ireland. He found near the spot a poor 
woman, who was possessed of a Bible, 
and who said that for some time her 
husband had only a little geography 
book, which was read so often that they 
got it by heart and became tired of it ; 
but now, said she, my husband thinks he 
cannot gallop home fast enough from his 
work to read this blessed book, and there 
is always something new. He recol- 
lected Mr. Cooper preaching in the 
streets of a town where he was resident 
curate, and though he could not say the 
sermon produced a direct conversion, it 
set the chariot wheels going, and threw 
in a little of that leaven which was lea- 
yening the whole lump. None could 
calculate the amount of the meanest ef- 
fort, as the history of the Little Syrian 
Maid illustrated. He saw it is dat 

to withdraw from the Irish Establish- 
ment, for the ox and the ass were not 
to plough together. He remembered 
preaching in the venerable Newton’s 
church, and being told by a gentleman 
in the vestry he was sorry to hear he 
was about to leave Ireland, for such doc- 
trine was wanted there. In the year 
1804, it was thought something wonder- 
ful that a clergyman should be found in 
Ireland who knew the truth as it is in 
Jesus ; and when he went out then, the 
profession was entered into only as a 
fashionable lounge to obtain preferment, 
Now, however, there was a change, and 
he thought there was a growing union 
between some of all parties in the great 
cause. At all events, they could not 
proceed, they could not send out a Mis- 
sionary or a schoolmaster, without ex- 
citing emulation. In one case aman ap- 
plied to the bishop of a diccese, re- 
questing him to provide means for the 
religious instruction of the people, or 
they would all turn Roman Catholics. 
The bishop replied, “I cannot attend to 
you now.” The applicant then asked, 
“Which would your grace advise me to 
encourage, a Baptist or an Independent 
Missionary?” The bishop immediately 
stopped him and heard his story ; and in 
a short time a church and minister were 
provided, The fact was, they must do 
good, whether they would or no, Mr. 
C, then adverted to the progress of tem- 
perance in Ireland, a cause which even 
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Roman Catholic priests assisted in pro- 
moting ; and concluded by referring, in 
terms of eulogy, to the services of Dr, 
Townley, and the Rey. J. Ivimey. 

The Rey. S. Davis proposed,— 

That on whatever scale the efforts of this 
Society may be conducted, this meeting, being 
deeply impressed with the paramount im- 
portance of the blessing of the Holy Spirit, to 
render them effectual, would, above every thing 
else, implore the supplications of all “who are 
concerned for its prosperity, for a more copious 
effusion of his sacred influence. 


He felt thankful to a gracious Provi- 
dence that, having crossed the Atlantic, 
he was permitted oncé more to appear on 
the platform of that Society on which 
he had so often endeavoured to advocate 
its interests, at its nineteenth Anniver- 
sary. His feelings were, however, 
painful while pleasant, on account of the 
absence of the father and founder of this 
Institution, and the cause of it. Another 
cause of regret was the removal of the 
Rey. J. Wilson, with whom he had been 
acquainted more than twenty years. 
Another source of pain was the de- 
pressed state of the Society’s funds, and 
when he heard it mentioned, it immedi- 


ately occurred to him, what would the 


friends in America say? They would 
think that while they abroad rendered 
assistance to the Society it was scarcely 
supported at home. He trusted this 
consideration would have its due in- 
fluence upon the audience. The brethren 
in America had some opinion that the 
Baptists in England were going beyond 
them ; and he was greatly afraid, if the 
funds were not replenished, they would 
begin to think they had formed a wrong 
conclusion. He had been received with 
the greatest kindness by them ; not by 
the Baptists alone, but by Presbyterians 
and all denominations ; and from all the 
brethren of the Dutch Reformed Church, 
Episcopalians, Methodists, &c., he had 
received contributions; but the principal 
collections were amongst the Baptists. 
His mind had been long impressed that 
something might be done for Ireland in 
America, if an agent went over there ; 
but circumstances of a painful nature 
had prevented the plan from being acted 
upon. The result had fully answered 
his expectations. When he arrived 
there he went to Boston, and there he 
commenced his labours, and collected 
227 dollars at one public meeting. It 
was felt in America that this was a 
cause in which all should unite ; and to 
this feeling he ascribed his favourable 
reception. He had travelled 4,000 
miles in the United States, preached 
247 sermons, held several meetings, 
and collected 5,040 dollars thirty-four 
cents, being equal to £1,044 English. 
Mr, D. also read a statistical account of 
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the religious denominations of America 
from the Baptist Register, and he re- 
quested those who thought an Estab- 
lishment wanted in that country to con- 
suli that work. Baptists, 6,059 churches ; 
3,495 ordained ministers ; 773 licensed 
ministers; members admitted in the 
course of the year, 44,517 ; total number 
of members, 434,534, Wesleyans, 69 
associations for conference; 1,059 
churches; 809 pastors; 27,000 mem- 
bers had been added during the year ; 
total number of commuvicants, 140,000. 
Presbyterians,21 synods; 1,024 churches ; 
1,730 ordained bishops ; 217,000 com- 
municants. Episcopalians, 922 mi- 
nisters; 600,000 members, &c. &c. 
And all these in a country where there 
was no established church. But as- 
suredly religion was prospering there ; 
and, as the ministers of it were depend- 
ing upon God, God was blessing them. 
They did not think that in striving to 
promote the gospel they were taking 
God’s work out of hishands. The news- 
paper in which his farewell letter was 
printed was one of twelve Baptist news- 
papers, upon which there was no stamp 
duty. God had blessed America with 
religious newspapers, and they were 
spreading over the whole country. Mr. 
D., in conclusion, again referred in grate- 
ful terms to the kindness and hospitality 
he had enjoyed in America, to which he 
attributed the fact, that his whole ex- 
penses amounted only to £119. 10s. 

The Rey. T. Morais, of Portsea, 
seconded the motion, which was adopted 
unanimously. 

The Rey, J. Hony, of Birmingham, 
moved— 

A vote of thanks to the officers for their ser- 


vices during the past year, and the nomination 
of them for the year ensuing. 

The Rev. Dr. Cox, of Hackney, 
seconded the motion, which was passed 
unanimously. 

The Rey. J. Puirippo proposed the 
fifth resolution. 

That this meeting desires humbly to adore 
the divine goodness, which has kindly pro- 
tected our esteemed friend, the Rev. Stephen 
Davis, during his extensive and successful tour 
in the United States of America; and acknow- 
ledges, with affectionate gratitude, the very 
liberal assistance which has been rendered to 
the Society, through his instrumentality, by 
many of ovr fellow-Christians in that country, 
especially as affording a delightful proof of 
growing attachment and co-operation among 
the friends of religion on both sides the 
Atlantic. 

The Rev. J. Davis, of Walworth, 
seconded the motion, which was unani- 
mously agreed to. 

Several donations were announced 
during the proceedings ; and, ( after 
singing a doxology, the meeting dis- 
persed, 
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CONTRIBUTIONS. 


Received by the Treasurer. 


Ilford Missionary Association........... 7 12 
Collected at Newbury and Whitchurch., 16 6 
From asincere Friend.....,...+.+-+++0% i 

(and £1 for the Baptist Continental Society). 
Mr. Risden, Donation. ........6008+ ee Jo 0 
By Nigiitep tec ie. ttoiy cet etek anrery sie Aplaipr a = wre 10 0 
Kettering Baptist Missionary Society... 8 0 
Kislingbury do, DO... «1s == Esa 
Lewes Auxiliary —one-third by Rev. 

J. MisSoule yf. . Waal G dee te ee ane as Leb-Gie 6. 
Amersham :—by Rey. John Statham.. 5,0 
Kingston Association :—py at Mutat. center 
Mrs. Brown OG hrc strce cee 0 10 
Miss Bloomfield Salitalen ore 0 10 
Lady Beresford i CoPaseey coat ego 0.10 
A Servant.7-6 be wale & ule ieee es 0 2 
Collected by Mr. Wates for the Wool- 

wich School in Ireland...........-... 817 
P. Harrison, Hadlow, hy Rev. T. 

SHEDS yeahs), Aaiaio.-61- Faye gah datas Aeon $0 
Westerham Association for Education in 

Ireland, by Rev. T. Shirley........... 5.5 
A Friend, by Rev. George Pritchard.... 10 10 
A Friend}. by dittas. sie: Tea eee Cae 10 10 


Lyon Street, Walworth :—Ladies Aux- 


iliary Society, by Rev. J. Chin.. 30 0 
Watford :—Auxiliary Society, by “Mr. 
Youttican pails coo ee wate natieoaas 4 0 
Mrs. Mileham, Totteridge............... 1.0 
Plymouth :—How Street Auxiliary, by 
MriaPranees, eee hot cineca sates sn a 
——= mM Ise ATI PII: Ju stecteetilacentte © 1 ee 
Norwich :—by Rev. James Puntis...... 4 0 
Salehouse: —Rey. J. Boast (part of 
COUGCHON) Nac. eonipy tae topes locate cout © 10 
Argood Church, Monmouthshire........ 0 10 
Kington ;—Missionary Association, by 
Rev, §.,Blacknfore..... é 5.0 sece esd s ve 613 
Ashford :—by Rev. James Payne....... 3 14 
Hammersmith :—by Miss Otridge. ...... 10 16 


Received at Annual Meeting. 


Rev. Mr, Nichols, Collingham.......... 
Little Ailie Street :—by Rev. 
Dickerson 


Oe pclae crv yids iste ti «Si arse pas 18 
Rev. Stephen Davis—Balance of Sub- 
's scriptions from America.............. 269 
For the “ Providence School’. ...... west 16D 
Carter Lane Irish School :— 

MSU POMER. stosscn ccitis steers 010 6 

Mr. Olney 010 6 

Mra Baynerestte. Gkbtones 010 6 

Mira. Garnoll, Wssiacricts he Sich vi o10 0 

Mrs. Noakes..,... 5 olasidie abi 010 0 

Misseiy alts oer: ees ees 010 6 

Mr. Marlborough..........,. 010 6 

MrioGoule gtr. aes. elie. O10 G6. 

Mrs Agmolay 204 oi o4. en oO. 5 0 

Mrs, Marlborough, .......... aa a 

5 10 

Dorman’s Land :—by Rey. J. Chapman,. 4 0 


oon S&S * ecocooco NOSCS owe 


eow oo > 


os 


- 
ack 


eo © 


—— 


0 


Wallingford :—by Rev. bee Ba nce 


Collected at Wallingford. . 5 i) 
ite, acid Ss 1 Aen A) 
plats, ose spake. hd ietasee! ro. Oo 
Mr sy Wells, Slade End.. 1 71,0 
Mics Haat ois ata heirs nde 010 0 
Female Jrish Society, additional by Miss 
Bailey, the Secretary.........+-+-++. 
Rev. James Stuart, Sawbridgeworth. . 
Harlow School, by Miss Lodge.;.....-.+ 
William Brodie Gurney, Esq. ry ee 
Rey. James Elvey..... POG Te ann. ab, 
Mr. Thomas Napier.........-- ann. Sub. 
Staines, &c. Rey. Gregory Hawson 
Joseph Payne, Es Wen ee ee 
Rey. William Mnrsell, Lymington....., 
Missionary Prayer-meeting, Poplar...... 
Crayford Female Auxiliary Society.. 
Mr. Smith, Crayford... /56...d)8.0.5% 
Mr. Charles Gadby ie, 21.2c-oosi ad Mies ae 
Collection at Burnham, Essex.......... 
Collected at the doors...........+.+-+5. 


Collected after a sermon, at the Rev. C. 
Morris's, Fetter Lane, London, by Rev. 
James Coultart. ... 2.0.0. 06-00 cee ensee 

Part of a Collection by Rev. J. Upton.. 

By Rev. Dr. Newman :— 


Miss Maywood,......0...+5+ LA 2D 
JOS eee 050 
A Friend, by Mrs. Sawyer... 010 0 
A Wiens SAGs ot aks sores 0 0 
Miss Huntley 10 0 
Collected by Mrs. Phillips, Rete: _— 
Miss Bonvalley 2% vx icy Stas Lad 
ts CRBS Ys tas wan cee " 10 0 
Mra Sanos, 2. ee cei to 010 0 
Misy-Batht.i . on (Scoeth ak 05 0 
Me. i J. Gs) Haghesswwiyde) Fin o10 0 
FE ea a olo 0 
WEES, CP PRTICTS a cen teas sete 0 6 0 
Mrs Web... Sree od. 2 0 6 0 
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Subscriptions and Donations in aid of this Society will be thank- 
fully received at the Baptist Mission House, No. 6, Fen Court, Fen- 
church Street, London: or by any of the Ministers and Friends whose 
names are inserted in the Cover of the Annual Report. 


BAPTIST MISSION. 
HOME PROCEEDINGS. 


-ANNUAL MEETING. 


We know that many of the 
friends of the Society earnestly 
supplicated that the Divine pre- 
sence and blessing might attend 
our present Anniversary ; and we 
rejoice to avow our conviction 
that these petitions were graci- 
ously heard and answered; never, 
probably, have the services been 
found morerefreshing, instructive, 
and animating, than on the occa- 
sion just closed; and of which, 
this number of our Herald must 
contain the usual brief account. 

The introductory meeting of 
the Committee, with their minis- 
tering brethren from the country, 
was held at Fen Court, on Tues- 
day morning, June the 18th, when 
the chair was filled by John 
Broadley Wilson, Esq., Treasurer 
to the Society. Between fifty 
and sixty friends were present, 
including several of our esteemed 
Missionary brethren, and W. T, 
Beeby, Esq., who has long been 
most usefully connected with our 
Society in the East, as deacon of 
the church in the Circular Road, 
Calcutta, and Treasurer of the 
Auxiliary Missionary Society es- 
tablished in that city. The pro- 
ceedings of the Meeting were 
opened with prayer by the Rev. 
James Hoby, of Birmingham, and 
a variety of information was given 
respecting the transactions of the 
Committee during the past year. 


The minister and deacons of the Chris- 
tian church assembling in the Poultry 
Chapel, having, with their accustomed 
kindness, lent that place for the use of the 
Society, the first sermon was delivered 
there on Wednesday morning, the 19th, 
The Rev. SAMUEL GREEN, Jun.,. of 
Thrapston, after reading the Scriptures, 
offered solemn prayer to God, and our 
valued brother, the Rev. W. KNIBB, de- 
livered a sermon, marked with his usual 
energy, and warm attachment to the cause 
of Missions. It was founded on Psalm 
Ixvii. 1, 2, “* God be merciful unto us, and 
bless us ; and cause his face to shine upon 
us: that thy way may be known upon earth, 
thy saving health among all nations.” After 
some remarks on the manner in which 
the Redeemer sent forth his apostles into 
the world, and the treatment they experi- 
enced, and comparing that treatment with 
the reception Christian Missionaries now 
met with, he proceeded to observe, that 
the psalm from whence he had selected 
his text might be considered either as a 
prophecy, or a prayer for the increase of the 
Messiah’s government. Surrounded as 
the psalmist was with the cares of the 
state, he yet found time for prayer ; this 
was the spirit of the gospel, as exempli- 
fied by the Apostles and the primitive 
Christians, as well as of modern times. 
The text taught, what was clear to all 
who understood the subject, that there is 
an intimate connexion between the spi- 
rituality of the church of God and the ex- 
tension of the gospel. Acting as Christians. 
are now called to do, on a larger dispensa- 
tion of mercy which is designed to extend. 
to all lands, and knowing that when God 
is about to impart peculiar mercies to his 
church, those mercies are preceded by a 
spirit of prayer, we should deeply humble 
ourselves at his footstool, and present 
such petitions as are found in the text. 

The preacher proposed, FIRST, to illus- 
trate the blessings described in the text, 
and their intimate connexion with Mission~ 
ary exertions. In this part of his sub- 
ject, he remarked, that he should confine 
himself principally to those topics which 
were not so frequently presented as some 
others, Such as, (Ist) The character 
of the agents employed in 5 ea work. 
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They were, in common with others, sin- 
ners; they usually went forth .to their 
labours young, inexperienced, exposed to 
peculiar temptations, and deprived of 
Christian socicty. On all these accounts 
they needed the mercies obtained by 
prayer. (2) Through them the distant na- 
tions of the earth must receive their first-im- 
pressions of the nature of religiun. If they 
did not fairly represent the spirit of Christ, 
what incalculable mischief was done! (3) 
By them the doctrines of the gospel must be 
prociaimed for the first time. In a country 
like this, mistakes might be corrected by 
conversation, -reading, &c.; but there 
error might awfully grow from a single 
mistake. (4) The state of the church by 
whom these agents were empluyed showed 
the importance of the prayer. While 
God has blessed his British ehurches, 
there is still much that is humiliating. 
The little success of the gospel in some of 
them, the false doctrines of others, and 
the conformity of all to the world, were 
affecting. Every one who dispensed these 
blessings, daily offended that God, who 
alone can afford success. How little seli- 
denial did we witness—what a mixture of 
motives—in a word, what a mass of guilt 
daily ascended from us to Ged! How un- 
like were we to Christ! Nay, how unlike 
were British Christians to those pious ne- 
groes who were all active in bringing sin- 
ners to Jesus! (5) The influence which the 
prayer would have on the spirits of Christians 
should not be forgotten. It was when the 
Christian most warmly glows with love and 
zeal that he was most happy. On this ac- 
count, then, should Christians pray for 
those who enjoyed not their privileges. 

But, he remarked, that David not only 
prayed for the mercy of God, but for other 
blessings needed. So we should ask for 
the unity of Christian Missionaries ;—a 
blessing very desirable, but not always 
easy to maintain ;—and for all desirable 
good to be given to those who were now 
suffering the evils of persecution. Nor 
did the prayer of the psalmist stop here ; 
for he entreated that the light of Jehovah's 
counienance might be afforded, to guide 
his servants in perplexity, and to comfort 
them in their sorrows. * 

He then proceeded, SECONDLY, to con- 
sider the motive which led to this prayer. 
«‘That thy way may be known, &c.” 
This desire of the Christian was con- 
sidered (1) as developing the most exalted 
benevolence which could influence the mind ; 
(2) as according with the awful moral 
misery of the world ; and (3) as admirably 
adapted to the present state of our Mission 
and of the world. These particular were 
ilustrated by many very striking remarks, 
and -affecting anecdotes; and the sermon 
was closed with some forcible observa- 
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tions on the extension of Missionary 
efforts, called for by the abolition of Colo- 
nial Slavery, and the impressive admoni- 
tions given by each returning Anniversary, 
when we were reminded of the death of 
some of the warmest friends of our cause ; 
thus eternity brought its solemnity to bear 
on the progress of the gospel. Phe hymns 
during this service were read by the Rev. 
Messrs. J. DAvis, of Walworth; Upron, 
of St. Albans; and CLARKE, of Bath; 
and the concluding prayer presented by 
the Rev. W. H. Murcn, of Stepney. 
The second public service was held in 
the evening at Surrey Chapel, the recent 
removal of whose venerable minister was 
more than once alluded to in the course 
of the service, and combined, with the 
signs of mourning around them, power- 
fully to remind the friends of the Mission 
of the decease of many of their own 
valued brethren, and to impress them with 
the importance of vigorous effort for God 
while opportunity is afforded. The Rev. 
JOHN EpwWaArps, of Watford, read the 
scriptures and prayed, and the Rev. JAMEs 
SMITH, of Ilford, after some general re- 
marks on the objects to be accomplished 
by these Missionary festivals, delivered a 
sermon characterized by simplicity and 
holy zeal, founded on Phil. i. 12, ‘‘ The 
furtherance of the gospel.” After re- 
marking that, at the period when the 
apostle wrote this epistle, he was a pri- 
soner at Rome, to which place the church 
at Philippi had sent one of their pastors 
to visit him ; and that, when he returned, 
he brought with him a letter from the 
apostle, which assured them that his im- 
prisonment and afflictions had excited at- 
tention, and had been blessed to ‘‘ the fur- 
therance of the gospel,” the preacher pro- 
posed, I. To CONSIDER THE CHARACTER 
OF THE GOSPEL, and IT. TO MAKE SOME 
REMARKS ON ITS EXTENSION. In illus- 
trating his first head, he remarked that 
the gospel might be generally regarded as 
God’s dispensation of mercy to a guilty 
world; that it had, in some degree, been 
known from the period of the fall ; that 
it was gloriously exhibited in the various 
services and ministers of the Jewish 
church ; and fully revealed in the New 
Testament; where its valuable discove- 
ries jusiified the high epithets given it, as 
“‘the gospel of God,” *‘of grace and 
peace,” ‘© of salvation,’ &c. &c, f 
In advancing to the second division of 
his sermon, the preacher showed that 
“the furtherance of the gospel” was of 
all things the most desirable; inasmuch 
as the glory of God—the joy of angels— 
the happiness of man, and the conquest 
of hell were connected with it ;—that the 
attainment of this object involved con- 
siderable difficulties; on which account, 
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all power was given unto Christ that he 
might surmount them ;—that the accom- 
plishment of the object was secured by the 
predictions and promises of the word of 
God ;—that it was promoted by the use of 
a variety of means; might be urged upon 
Christians by the most solemn consider- 
ations ; such as the worth of souls,—the 
weight of Christian obligations, — the 
brevity and uncertainty of human life,— 
and the Christian’s accountability to God. 
He reminded his hearers that they should 
carefully distinguish between their efforts 
to extend the gospel and personal re- 
ligion ; and finally observed that this 
great work was variously contemplated by 
different classes of rational beings, ail of 
whom, in some way or other, were in- 
terested in it. The closing prayer was 
offered by the Rey. JosepH Tyso, of 
Wallingford, and the hymns were read by 
the Rev. Messrs. PAYNE, of Ashford, 
BLAKEMAN, of Crayford, and DyER, 


The prayer-meeting was, as usual, held 
on Thursday morning, at Eagle Street, 
when the brethren Morris, of Portsea, 
and Upton, of St. Albans, engaged in the 
devotional exercises, and the Rev. P. J. 
Saffery, of Salisbury, delivered an appro- 
priate address, founded on John xvii. 18, 
which was considered to have a universal 


and perpetual application to the disciples of | 


the Redeemer, and closed the service with 
prayer. 


At eleven o’clock a yery numerous and 
respectable assembly attended the annual 
meeting at Spa Fields chapel. The Rev. 
J. SMITH read the 117th psalm, which 
having been sung, the Rev. W. GROSER, 
of Maidstone, engaged in prayer, after 
which 

The Chairman, J. C. Gotcu, Esq., of 
Kettering, remarked, that both on account 
of the inability he felt adequately to dis- 
charge the duties of the chairman of such a 
meeting, and because they were favoured 
with the presence of an excellent and able 
senator, whose important engagements 
would not permit him to continue very 
long, he should at once proceed to request 
the Secretary to read the Report, which 
was done by the Rev. JOHN DYER. 

THOMAS FOWELL BuxTON, Ese@., M.P., 
expressed the high gratification he felt in 


attending such a meeting, and his sincere — 


gratitude for the help which the Society 
had afforded him in the object to which 
he had long been devoted. He con- 
sidered that there was nothing more awful 
in the whole records of history than the 
neglect of imparting instruction to the 
African negroes. It was acknowledged 
by the bishop of Jamaica himself, that till 
the year 1826, there was not even the 
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form of education for the slave; while 
another defender of slavery admitted that 
a deliberate plan was formed to expel 
those from the island who should attempt 
to teach them. He rejoiced that this 
Society had sent out men who had stood 
in the very front of the battle which had 
been recently fought. He confessed that 
he did not lament the persecutions to 
which they had been exposed ; for though 
he had felt his full share of anxiety as to 
their sufferings, he had ever trusted that 
the arm of Omnipotence would protect 
them, and knew that they resembled the 
ancient prophet, who said, ‘‘ More are they 
that are for us, than those who are 
against us.” Even had they fallen, they 
would have died in a noble cause. No 
men had ever borne more reproach than 
the Missionaries of this Society, ‘Their 
grief, too, must have been great, when 
they saw their chapels destroyed, and 
their congregations scattered. But still 
he had not, on the whole, lamented it ; 
because he felt that their sufferings and 
the spirit they had displayed, roused the 
sympathy and the prayers of Christians in 
this country, and this had done the work. 
The holy indignation cherished by all 
good men had produced a great effect on 
the government, and animated their 
measures, He had hoped to have an- 
nounced to the meeting that the first 
money voted to the holy cause of emanci- 
pation had been given to re-erect their 
chapels; but the extreme pressure of 
public business a little delayed the act of 
justice which must shortly be done. He 
had felt much pleasure in proposing the 
words “‘on liberal and comprehensive 
principles’ to the government resolution 
to educate the negroes, because he thought 
that in this field all classes of Christians 
should labour; and he was much gra- 
tified to hear from the Secretary for the 
colonial department, that all should be 
encouraged to do so. 

The speaker remarked, that he was un- 
willing to retire without reminding the 
meeting that when the present measures 
of emancipation were completed a vastly 
extended field would be opened to its 
operations. It was not merely the slaves 
in the West Indies with whom they had to 
do; but on the result of Christian instruc- 
tion, which must be given, would depend 
the answer to the inquiry—Shall six 
millions of slaves be blessed with their 
freedom ? Of all influence on the minds 
of slaves, every where, Christian principle 
was proved to be most powerful, . In 
illustration of ‘this remark, he read ex- 
tracts of letters from the Rev. Dr, Philip, 
of the Cape of Good Hope, in one of 
which, ‘ated in March last, he states that 
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he was residing with 4000 Hottentots, 
whose former condition had been worse 
than that of West Indian slaves, but 
whose present conduct and enjoyments led 
him to exclaim, ‘‘ Oh, this is Scotland in 
its best state !”” As, then, Christian truth 
so admirably prepared man to enjoy the 
blessings of civil freedom, he should close 
by entreating the meeting to persevere in 
their holy labour. 

The Rev. THOMAS PRICE, of Devon- 
shire Square, submitted the first reso- 
lution,-— 

That the Report now read be received, 
printed, and circulated under the direction of 
the Committee ; and that the kind preserving 
care which has been extended towards the 
Mission during the past year calls for renewed 
thanksgiving to the Father cf ail our mercies. 

He remarked, that he could not but feel 
highly gratified in the delightful cireum- 
stances of the day, because he had for 
some time past devoted his best energies 
to the entire destruction of slavery ; and he 
was glad that his first appearance before 
this Society should be to congratulate them 
on the pleasing contrast between the last 
meeting and the present. Such a con- 
trast must lead to the devout exclamation 
of the psalmist, ‘‘ Bless the Lord, O my 
soul, and all that is within me bless his 
holy name!” When we first heard of the 
rebellious conduct of persons in Jamaica, 
it resembled the shock of an earthquake ; 
for the religious public of this country had 
previously felt little interest in the subject 
of slavery, and had never looked into a 
prison-house, worse than the Spanish In- 
quisition. A little reflection would have 
led them to expect all that had occurred ; 
for when did Satan allow the cause of 
Christ to prosper without summoning his 
forces to prevent its progress? Our Mis- 
sionaries might have been ‘* blameless and 
harmless, the sons of God without rebuke,” 
bunt they dwelt ‘‘in the midst of a crooked 
and perverse generation,” who evaded 
their light. He remembered the hesitation 
once felt by the Society to declare the 
utter sinfulness of slavery ; and he re- 
joiced that at the last meeting his ex- 
cellent brother Knibb took his ground, de- 
termined not to tamper with the”evil, but 
to oppose it in every possible form. He 
had nobly redeemed his pledge, before the 
whole Christian world, and our own deno- 
mination in particnlar, The speaker ob- 
served that he fully sympathized with Mr, 
Buxton, in not lamenting the persecutions 
in Jamaica; for thus God, in his pro- 
vidence, had awaked us from our repose, 
and brought us to labour with the man 
whom we had seen to-day, and who 
should in future be honoured as the eman- 
cipationist of the world. The work had 
been done long ago had Christians before 
combined to help him, 


Missionary Herald. 


But he would now advert to the position 
in which the cause was at present placed. 
As the legislature had adopted the cause, 
it was now important that a strict watch 
be kept, lest the colonial legislatures should 
prevent the fullest and most entire re- 
ligious freedom being afforded ; he, there- 
fore, urged the importance of Christians 
throughout the country reminding their 
representatives in parliament of their duty 
on this subject. Imagination, the speaker 
remarked, could not paint the change 
which would soon take place in the state 
of the slave. The planters had placed 
before us the proposition, that as Chris- 
tianity was incompatible with slavery, it 
should be extinguished ; we had opposed 
their plan, and had reason to adore God 
that the means employed to oppose his 
cause—the very letting loose of Satan, 
had proved the destruction of the system. 
He closed his address by urging on the 
meeting its increased responsibility, the 
importance of adding to the number of its 
Missionaries, and the necessity of corre- 
sponding pecuniary efforts, especially in 
congregational collections. 

Mr. JAMES PENNEY, from Calcutta, 
seconded the resolution, remarking, that 
at such a meeting the feelings of a Mis- 
sionary must be very peculiar, Like Paul, 
the most eminent Missionary, they could 
not but ‘ thank God and take courage.” 
The Report showed that they need not be 
ashamed of their deeds ; fer their cause 
was the noblest in which they could be 
engaged—* the furtherance of the gospel.” 
Nor could Missionaries be otherwise than 
grateful that they had not laboured in 
vain, and that the hopes of their friends 
had not been disappointed. This Society, 
once like a small fountain, drawn from 
heaven by prayer, had expanded into a 
viver, had watered thousands amidst the 
withering heat of persecution in the West 
Indies, and had blessed many sterile spots 
in the East. In that country the seed of 
the gospel was growing, and ere long the 
reapers should rejoice in their harvest. 
Missionaries, too, were consoled that so 
many Christians at home sympathized 
with them, and reminded them, with the 
late Dr, Ryland, that labour is their’s, 
and success is God’s, As the Society had 
helped their Missionaries, those Mission- 
aries ought faithfully to tell what they 
bad done. Not only had Missionaries de- 
stroyed Slavery in the West, but by their 
means Africa had been civilized, and the 
South Sea Islands had renounced idolatry. 
Nor was this all; for Calcutta had be- 
come the very Goshen of Asia, presenting 
many places where the pure gospel of 

~Christ was preached, which had prover- 
bially changed the character of the Euro- 


' pean population, inducing them to sup- 
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port the schools and other institutions 
which tkey once disapproved. The op- 
position of the natives was also greatly 
declining. No difficulty was now felt in 
introducing religious books into the 
schools ; female education was no longer 
thought visionary, but was as common as 
that of boys, the natives having disco- 
vered, as Ram Mohun Roy had said, 
*‘You Englishmen owe all your dignity 
and happiness to your females, because 
you educate and associate with them.” 
The wives of the Missionaries could now 
labour as well as their husbands. He 
should leave any information about his 
own efforts to his excellent brother Carey, 
and should only remark farther, that he 
had lately left Calcutta, where Christian 
labours were never more zealous, nor faith 
more lively, nor brotherly love more pre- 
valent, than at present. The London, 
the Wesleyan, the Scotch, and the Bap- 
tist Missionaries, all breakfasted together 
once a month ; itinerated together from 
place to place with the same holy tale ; 
and united together in earnestly entreating 
the prayers of their fellow Christians, 

The CHAIRMAN, in putting the resolu- 
tion, stated, that in reference to the re- 
marks which had been made on the sub- 
ject of Toleration, he had much pleasure 
in being assured, from a high quarter, 
that whatever delay might take place in 
carrying into effect the details of emanci- 
pation, it was the intention of Government 
that none whatever should occur in giving 
unlimited religious freedom. 

The Rev. Dr. Cox, of Hackney, in 
proposing the second resolution,— 

That while this Meeting cannot but deplore 
the continued oppressions exercised upon the 
Missionaries in Jamaica, and the impediments 
which still prevent the assembling of their 
people for divine worship, it humbly blesses 
God for the patience and fortitude granted to 
his much-injured servants, aud heartily re- 
joices in the hope, that these evils will soon be 
effectually remoyed by the extinction of Colo- 
nial Slavery ;— 
observed, that he had concurred in the 
sentiments of gratitude in reference to the 
persecutions which our brethren had en- 
dured. The adversaries of the West had 
acted like infidels at home, and had 
drawn public attention to the subject they 
opposed, Persecution always had pro- 
moted the spread of the gospel, and our 
confessors in Jamaica would prove the 
seed of the church, Chapels had been 
demolished, but the principles of Chris- 
tianity had lived. Missionaries, too, had 
lived, and would return to teach their 
people. They had proved that they pos- 
sessed the heroic feelings of martyrdom, 
and he hoped they might be the means of 
freeing the planters from moral thraldom, 
We should pray that those who once per- 
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secuted, might be hereafter regarded as 
brethren. He referred to the pleasing 
facts in the Report, connected with the 
East, especially the efforts of Mr. Leslie 
for the inhabitants of the Rajmahal Hills, 
and closed by expressing the high-toned 
confidence which the Christian might in- 
dulge, in the tide of divine truth rolling on 
till it had watered and blessed the whole 
earth, 

The resolution was seconded by JAMES 


‘Cropper, Esq., of Liverpool ; who said 


that he also was among those who did not 
regret the persecutions in Jamaica, for 
the sake of the Missionaries or the Mis- 
sionary cause; but he did deplore them 
for the sake of those who were active in 
them. ‘The day would soon come when 
we should fully know why these events 
preceded full emancipation; at present 
we could readily see that had not these 
things occurred, we should not have been 
ready to send out the number of Mission- 
aries who must now go. He hoped the 
cause would be taken up in a manner 
which had never been seen before, and 
that the rich would remember they were 
only stewards of all they possessed. He 
closed his address by remarking that, 
though till lately he had thought that 
civilization must precede religion, he was 
at length fully convinced that religious in- 
struction was the only solid foundation of 
civilization. 

The Secretary here read the statement 
of the Treasurer’s account, presenting an 
increase of income above last year of 
about £400, and showing a debt yet due 
from the Society of more than £1000. 
He remarked that the expenses of re- 
establishing and extending the Missions 
in Jamaica would be very large, and that 
he rejoiced to know there were symptoms 
of enlarged effort. He then read an 
anonymous letter inclosing a bank note 
for £100, stated that a second friend, who 
wished his name to be concealed, had 
given £250, and subsequently announced 
£100 asa donation from James Cropper, 
Esq. 

The Rev. EusTACE CAREY moved— 

That the Treasurer and Secretary be re- 
quested to continue their services, and that 
the following be the list of the auditors and 
committee for the ensuing year; and that all 
the friends of the Society be earnestly re- 
quested tu ase those exertions in its support 
which are loudly called for by the present 
state of affairs. 

He observed, that he contemplated with 
high gratification the altered state of the 
Society. We had not now to complain of 
unhappy occurrences, but to rejoice in its 
most delightful prospects, The affairs of 
the East were truly promising, His ex- 
cellent friend and brother Penney might 
have said much more than he had done ; 
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for he had resided there for seventeen 
years, labouring with constantly increas- 
ing success. The office he had so ably 
and beneficially filled was onerous, and 
not always pleasing. His youthful charge 
was composed of very different classes, 
and spoke various languages. ‘There were 
among them Indo-Britons, Hindoos, 


Jews, Armenians, and Portuguese. Some — 


of these had presented to Mr. Penney, 
when his'health compelled him to return 
to this country, an interesting document, 
expressive of their gratitude for the be- 
nefits they had derived from his valuable 
instructions. He had snperinduced, upon 
the basis of a common education, one 
partly literary, and decidedly religious. 
So that every morning he spent with his 
pupils from half an hour to an heur in re- 
ligious instruction and duties, He had 
introduced well-instructed youth into 
every class of society, who were rising up, 
not only to adorn their respective circles 
with their intelligence, but to bicss God 
for far higher benefits, So that, in a 
journey which Myr. Penney had recently 
taken for the benefit of his health, through- 
out a distance of 400 miles, he did not 
halt at a single station where he was not 
welcomed by some of his former pupils. 
Nor had any individual been more 
useful, or more entitled to the sympathy 
and congratulation of the meeting. His 
labours, though a Baptist, had been useful 
in the increase of the Episcopalian, and 
the Independent, as well as our own 
churches. In these respects, as well as in. 
others, had onr schools been found useful. 
He thought it important to add that these 
duties, onerous and important as they 
were, and amply sufficient for the energies 
of any ordinary man, were only a part of 
the labours of his valued brother Penney. 
In addition to these things, be had la- 
boured, for the last five or seven years, in 
the direct efforts of the Missionary, and 
had performed his full share of duty, 
preaching almost every day, 

It could not, the speaker remarked, but 
be gratifying to know that in India there 


were thousands who were singing “ How | 


beautiful upon the mountains are the feet 
of those who bring good tidings, and who 
publish peace !” 


bright in the east. In that country the 


British government had always very hap- | 
They did not | 


pily left them alone, 
interfere to prevent their preaching, nor 
even to hinder them destroying their 
health ; nor had they ever refused any 
thing which the Missionaries had asked 
for; and that simply because nothing had 
been asked for beyond the protection 
which it was the only office of the civil 


While prospects in the | 
West were so glowing, they were not less | 
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magistrate to afford. And if he had any 
fear resting on his mind im reference to 
Jamaica, it was lest the government should 
undertake to give direct Christian in- 
struction, We could only want, as 
Christians, to be let alone; and ask for 
nothing but the support and prayers of 


-good men, and the protection of the ma- 


gistrate, It was quite true that they did 
ask and did expect the government to re- 
build the chapels in Jamaica; because 
the law ought to have prevented them 
from being pulled down. Let them be 
put into the same state that they were 
in eighteen months ago, and nothing more 
was desired. To obtain this even the 
churchman should afford his assistance, and 
less than this he thought that a wise and 
liberal government could not give. It 
was enough that the Missionaries should 
have endured suffering, and their brethren 
and sisters’ persecution, in its various 
forms, without the irreparable loss of pro- 
perty. 

It was, however, Mr, C. remarked, 
truly delightful to see the interpositions of 
God in favour of his people. The sighing 
of the prisoner had come before him; he 
had looked down from the height of his 
sanctuary, had listened to their groans, 
and was snapping asunder their bonds, 
This was truly a glorious event! It was 
the hand of God which had removed the 
obstacles which long existed, and which, 
he feared, could not have been formerly 
removed, even by the means proposed by 
his esteemed brother Price. The friends 
of the Mission found the whole state of 
society bad, and were compelled to take 
it as they found it. They well knew that 
Christianity and slavery could not long 
exist together. They laboured peaceably 
and holily, doubting not the arrival of the 
period when Jehovah would proclaim 
liberty to the captive. In the inscrutable 
providence of God persecution had been 
permitted ; and his brother Knibb had 
come over to plead the cause of the de- 
fenceless. In this work he had laboured 
through the whole length and breacth of 
our land ; never for one moment giving 
any one reason to believe that his hatred 
to slavery was mitigeble. For that la- 
bour he had his best thanks, while he re- 
joiced in the prospect of its speedy termi- 
nation. He could not close his address 
without adverting for a moment to the 
condition of their brethren in Jamaica, 
who were at this moment exposed to the 
malice of those who feared not God. 
Their conduct resembled that of the 
apostles of our Lord Jesus. ‘They would 
not decline preaching unless they were 
absolutely compelled to do so; and when 
frecd from prison, they would preach 
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again. If tried as criminals, they would 
not put the Society to one farthing ex- 
pense in defending themselves, but would 
east their whole case upon God. It was 
indeed matter of great joy and gratitude, 
that in no one instance had their enemies 
been permitted to prove any thing to the 
reproach of any one of them, He hoped 
that the Christian church would show 
their sympathy and approbation of the 
eonduct of these valued brethren. 

The resolution was very briefly se- 
conded by the Rev. CHARLES THOMPSON, 
of Coseley. 

The CHAIRMAN, in proposing it for 
adoption, hoped he should be forgiven if 
he adverted to the fact, that he remem- 
bered the formation of this Society, in the 
dwelling-house in which he at present re- 
sided. 
one, were now removed, constituted it. 
They commenced the mighty work of the 
evangelizationof the world with 13/. 2s. 6d. 
But then they acted on the principle that 
they were to attempt great things, and to 
expect great things. Nor had they been 
disappointed. He rejoiced to see that vast 
meeting, and to learn that their Treasurer 
now received £13,000 annually, instead 
of thirteen. Were the individuals com- 
posing that assembly each to go and act 
in the spirit of the founders of the So- 
ciety, unto what might it grow! 

W. B. GuRNEY, Esq., submitted the 
fourth resolution,— 

That this Meeting contemplates, with much 
satisfaction, the kind interest taken by Chris- 
tians of other denominations, in the suffer- 
ings which our Mission has lately been called 
to endure, especially as manifested by the ob- 
seryance of a day of pubiic prayer on that ac- 
count; and gratefully recognizes another 
proof of the same spirit, in the obliging 
promptitude with which the use of the several 
Chapels, occupied on this occasion, has been 
granted by the respective ministers and 
managers. 

He remarked, that it was highly grati- 
fying to find that Christians were now 
learning to regard the diffusion of Chris- 
tianity as a common object; and that in 
foreign lands the differences between 
distinct denominations were so very little 
regarded, He considered that the day of 
prayer for our persecuted brethren, which 
had been held throughout this country, 
was to be hailed as a token for good. He 
knew that the work of emancipation had 
been regarded as too great and too good 
to be entered upon without prayer. Those 
prayers had been presented, and they had 
been answered. As the Society would 
now be called to extend its operations, 
and to remember more fully that its ob- 
ject was to evangelize the world, it would 
be of importance to recollect that the gold 
and the silver were the Lord’s. More 


Twelve persons, all of whom, but: 
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would be wanted in Jamaica, They 
must have larger chapels, and more of 
them ; for now the negroes would be able, 
not merely, as heretofore, to attend one 
Lord’s day out of three or four, but every 
Sabbath. Moreover, there were other 
islands besides Jamaica, which needed our 
help. It was very true that the Baptist 
denomination was neither so large nor so 
wealthy as some others ; but was it equally 
true that they had done all they could 
do? When they had, then let them call 
upon others to help them. But he would, 
first of all, strongly recommend them not 
to lock up their treasures, but to become 
their own executors in doing good with 
whatever they had. 

The Rev. W. KNIBB rose to second 
the resolution, and to take his farewell of 
the Meeting. When he stood before them 
last year, he was most deeply affected, 
because he felt that if he did not take the 
high and firm ground which he then took, 
he should be unhappy on his death-bed. 
He had never been influenced by the de- 
sire of fame, nor by any motives but those 
which he had avowed. He had seen the 
sufferings, and heard the groans, of the 
oppressed; he was satisfied that the 
Christian world alone would relieve 
them; he had come to ask that relief ; 
and now, having obtained his object, and 
come with the Meeting to the tomb of 
Colonial Slavery, he was desirous of 
burying every grain of animosity to the 
planter, in the same grave with the system 
itself. He now committed ‘‘ashes to 
ashes, and dust to dust,” without a single 
wish or hope of a resurrection, The 
note from the Secretary, which requested 
him to second this resolution, also called 
upon him to take his leave of the So- 
ciety. He apprehended that the meaning 
was, so faras England was concerned, be- 
cause he had no wish to leave their ser- 
vice, as long as they were willing to give 
him a very moderate support. Nothing 
could afford him so much pleasure as the 
letter he soon hoped to receive from the 
Secretary, saying that his passage was 
taken, and that he must forthwith return 
to his labours. Before he went, however, 
he had a word or two to say about their 
chapels, He trusted they should soon 
have better chapels than they had before ; 
and that the Government would let the 
planters distinctly understand, that when 
they touched the Missionary property, they 
did violence to Britain, But long before 
those chapels could be erected, they would 
need something to protect them from the 
rays of a vertical sun. He hoped that for 
this purpose tents would be furnished, 
These could be raised in the morning, and 
taken down in the evening. No scene 
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could be more delightful to him than that 
of sceing his beloved people when he 
landed, raising their tent in which they 
should unitedly adore their God. He no 
more expected to see them as slaves, for 
Africa should be free! The mother 
should clasp her own babe in her arms as 
she sat under the tamarind tree, and teach 
it at once to pronounce the name of the 
country which gave it civil freedom, and 
His adorable name who could make it 
free indeed ! 

But, inquired the speaker, would none 
go with them? Men must be had. Ten 
or twenty more, at least, should be ob- 
tained. Besides which, schoolmasters 
would be wanted; some of whom could be 
found on the spot. Africa would be free, 
and their work would greatly extend, He 
must be permitted now to thank his 
countrymen for their great kindness. In 
company with his valued brother Carey, 
who was eloquent in the praise of every 
one but himself, he had travelled during 
the past year not less than 6000 miles in 
the feeble advocacy of his cause, and he 
had triumphed, He remembered the 
fears some of the meeting entertained a 
year ago on the subject ; but now, though 
he was far younger than many by whom 
he was surrounded, he would say that 
when we “ do justly and love mercy,” we 
may expect the blessing of our God. He 
was now ready to go. He and his 
brethren should leave England with re- 
gret, for they greatly loved it; but they 
loved Jamaica far more; and with their 
churches there they hoped to live and to 
die. Before, however, he finally closed, 
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he hoped he might be permitted to hint 
that some testimonial of the kind feelings 
of the Society towards those who had lost 
their property and risked their lives in the 
defence of their Missionaries should be 
sent to Jamaica, One of these, a worthy 
churchman, had lost £10,000 currency 
in this benevolent work. And now, again 
thanking them for their kind interest in 
his object, hoping they would have still 
better meetings than even this, and casting 
himself on their prayers, he would return 
to preach to his beloved charge the liberty 
with which Christ has made his people free. 

The Rev. JoHN DYER submitted the 
last resolution,— 

That the most cordial thanks of this meeting 
be presented to Messrs. Deleon, of Savanna- 
la-Mar; to Mr. J. L. Lewin, of Montego Bay, 
and other friends in Jamaica, whose fearless 
and disinterested advocacy and protection of 
our injured Missionaries have been so honour- 
ably conspicuous during the late arduous 
struggle ; 
which was seconded by the Rev. CHARLES 
STOVEL, of Prescot Street, and passed 
with acclamation, the whole assembly 
standing. The meeting then separated, 
after having sung the hymn by Kirke 
White, now so well known as used in Ja- 
maica after the celebration of the Lord’s 
supper ; which was given out by Mr. 
Knibb. 

Brethren and sisters! ere we part 
Join every voice and every heart ; 
One solemn hymn to God we raise, 
One farewell song of grateful praise. 


Christians ! we here may meet no more, 
But there is yet a happier shore ; 

And there, releas’d from toil and pain, 
Brethren and sisters meet again ! 


——————_ 
J. HADDON, PRINTER, CASTLE STREET, FINSBURY. 


